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PARIS (R) — France said on Friday that. Eke the United $»»»*. it stiH 
«£*“* a 1948 U.N. -rcsotauon calling for the retain of Palestinian 
.refines to their original homes, or their right to receive compensation 
instead, devoted froths resolution atthattlme.lt crisis and we believe 
tt should serve as a basis for the wotting of the intem^) conference 
on rctagecg now caking place in Ottawa." foreign tmmstzy «* ****!« 
Maurice Gourdauit-Montagne told reporters. The issue of Gener al 
Assembly resolution 194 touched off a fresh storm between Israd and its 
guardian . ally, the United States, on Tuesday when Washington said it 1 
backed the document U.S. State Department spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutw fler somewhat qualified her- government's position on Wednesday, 

■ Mjmgibe issue had to be settled in direct negotiations between Israel and 
Palestinians. - - 
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Muslim scholars: No to share options 

JEDDAH (R) — Muslim scholars ruled against dealing in share options ' 
and called for the creation of Iglamic-styte commodities and currency 
markets. After a ax-day- meeting, some 129 scholars from around the 
world deferred action on such thorny issues as trading on the futures* 
markets and owning credit cuds. They met to define Islam's attitude 
towards Western-dominated financial institutions. Western -style banking 
and finiwirtwi dealing pose a dilemma to the Muslim world, especially in 
conservative coumras such as Saudi Arabia where charging interest is 
viewed as usury . The theologians from 32 countries were taking part in the 
seventh session of the Islamic Ftqh (Jurisprudence) Academy, an affiliate 
of the Jeddah-based Organisation of Islamic Conference. They ruled 
Muslims should not own shares and bonds in companies whose "main 
purpose is illegal, practise usury or engage in production of unlawful 
products and trade in them." "Islam bans the consumption and sale of 
alcohol and ban dealing with companies owned by individuals or 
governments seen as enemies. ‘Mhcre is a need for an Islamic market for 
commodities and currencies on the basis of legal dealings," iheir 
communique said, describing it as an alternative to the Western-style 
markets. 
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U.N. officials say 
Cyprusjalks positive 

"ANKARA (R) — TJ-N. envoys 

- cm Friday described as positive 

■ talks with Turkish officials on the 
reunification erf Cyprus Friday. 

•“Our assessment of the Ankara 

- talks is positive. We will submit 
the developments to the perma- 
nent members of the Security 

: Council,” Oscar Camihon, repre- 
sentative of Secretary-General 
Boutros Gfaali, told the Anato- 
Ban news agency! Mr. CamQion 
and U,N. Political Director Gus- 
tave Feissel met senior Foreign 
!Mimstiy officials in Ankara fol- 
lowing five days of talks with the 

■ Turkixh-and Greek-Cypriot lead- 
ers in Nicosia. 

N. Korean has 
plutonium device 

BEIJING (AP) — A- North Ko- 
rean official on Friday confirmed 
the country has produced piuto- 
nium, a material that can be used 
to make nuclear weapons. It was 
the first time the Pyongyang gov- 
ernment has said publicly it could 
produce the material. The disclo- 
sure came as Ham BKx, director 
genera] of the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency, was on a 
visit to North Korea to dear the 
way for international inspections 
of nuclear sites in mid-June. 

Walesa in Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — Polish President 
Lech Walesa arrived here Friday 
for a three-day visit, his first to 
Egypt. He will have talks- with 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
other senior Egyptian officials on 
the international situation and 
"issues of mutual interests. 

Honecfcer indicted 

BERLIN (AP) — Former-East 
German co mmunis t leader Erich 
Hooecker has been indicted for* 
the shootings of people trying to 
flee to the West, Berlin prosecu- 
tors said Friday. Mr. Honecker, 
79, has been given refuge in the 
Chilean embassy in Moscow and 
refuses to return to Germany to 
stand trial for issuing the shoot- 
to-kfll orders. Berlin Justice De- 
partment chief Jutta Limbach 
said in a statement that five of 
Mr. Honccker’s cronies, includ- 
ing former state security boss. 
Erich NOelke, had also been in- 
dicted. 

Moroccans 
disappear-wtiile 
crossing strait 

ALGEORAS, Spain (AP) — At 
least 20 Moroccans disappeared 
and were believed drowned when 
the small boat in which they were 
frying to reach Spain capsized in 
the Strait of Gibraltar Friday, 
news reports said. Four Moroc- 
can survivors told reporters in 
this southern port city they left 
the north coast of Moroccan early 
Friday with the 20 others in a 
shallow boat equipped with an 
outboard motor. They said a 
storm capsized the craft. The four 
were picked up by a ship in the 
narrow strait that separates 
Europe from North Africa and . 
taken to hospital suffering from 
exposure and exhaustion, the re- 
ports said. 


Algerian group 
pleads free old and 
sick 

ALGIERS (R) — . Algeria’s hu- 
man rights monitoring group has 
asked the authorities to release 
. old or sick people from Intern- 
ment camps set up in the Sahara 
desert after Muslim fundamental- 
ist unrest. Group President 
Kamel Razak Bara told the offi- 
cial news agency APS be expected 
several detainees to be freed soon 
from the seven camps. According 
to the agency, 61 were freed on' 
Tuesday from a camp at Reg- 
-gane, which was holding nearly! 
3,000 men. Reggane was where I 
Fiance carried out its first atomic | 
bomb test. 

Hurd visits Mideast . 

LONDON (AP) — Foreign 
Secretary Douglas. Hnrdi left Lon- 
don on Friday for a three-day 
visit to the Middle East. Tbe 
Foreign Office said Mr. Hurd 
'flew to Kuwait for a meeting of 
European Community ministers 
with Gulf Cooperation Coondl 
ministers. Mr.' Hard then travels' 
to Egypt beforeretnrning to Lon- 
don on Sunday, said a Foreign i 
Office spokesman. 


Right of return haunts 

Ottawa talks on refugees 


OTTAWA (Agencies) — An in- 
ternational conference on Middle 
East refugees entered its final 
session on Friday with the United 
States and ranadi. opposing de- 
mands to issue a final communi- 
que reaffir min g file Pales tinians * 

right of return. 

Delegates said it seemed likely 
the three-day meeting would 
wrap up with a bland statement 
by host-country Canada that 
avoided politics mid laid out small 
small, practical steps that might 
help Palestinian refugees scat- 
tered around the Mideast. 

One U.S. official expressed re- 
lief that the conference had 
calmed down on Thursday after a 
stormy opening session on 
Wednesday in which Palestinian 
delegate EHp« Sanbar said that 
implementation of the right of 
return for all Palestinian exiles 
was a ' condition for Arab-Israeli 
peace. 

"It’s a success. Everything 
stayed on track. It could have 
been nmctimuch worse,” file offi- 
cial said. 

But the talks dragged on past 
file scheduled finfchmg time and 
conference sources said the 
Palestinians were still pressing for 
a tough political statement, while 
die United States and other coun- 


tries continued to resist. 

The U.S. and Canadian spon- 
sors envisage a slow process in 
which international discussions 
and small-scale projects on the 
ground eventually contribute to 
building confidence between 
Israel and the Arabs. 

Palestinians and Jordan had 
been hoping for a more explicit 
reaffirmation of United Nations 
resolutions that state tbe right of 
Palestinian refugees to return to 
homes they fled or were driven 
from in .the Arab-Israeli wars of 
1948 and 1967. 

Israel boycotted tbe conference 
because Palestinian exiles from 
outside the occupied West Rank 
and Gaza Strip were invited to 
take part. 

The Israelis said their parti- 
cipation opened the way to dis- 
cussion of the right of return 
which Israel contends as a 
me chanism to destroy the Jewish 
state. 

After stating their position 
Wednesday, Palestinian dele- 
gates struck a more conciliatory 
one Thursday. .One held a brief- 
ing for Israeli journalists in which 
he said that Palestinians did not 
want to return to artnaj houses 
and property abandoned. They, 
meant "return" to a Pal estinian 


state to be established alongside 
Israel. Palestinians were even 
willing to negotiate with Israel 
the rate of repatriation to a future 
Palestinian state, tbe delegate 
added. 

Even without the ringing poli- 
tical declaration they had sought, 
Palestinians still see the Ottawa 
talks as a major breakthrough, 
since they marked the first time 
that exiles from outside the occu- 
pied territories had been invited 
to take part in official peace talks. 

At la st fall’s Madrid peace con- 
ference and subsequent bilateral 
negotiations, only Palestinians 
from the occupied territories 
were represented and exiles were 
excluded at Israel’s Insistence. 

"What this means is in the long 
term, the Madrid formula has 
been broken and cannot endue,” 
said one delegate. 

In Washington, Arabs and 
Israel concluded Thursday a 
four-day arms control conference 
without agreeing how to reverse 
the Mideast weapons buildup but 
determined to swap confidencg- 
bnilding proposals at follow-up 
talks “sooner rather than later.” 

The proposals would include a 
“hot-line’’ Israel would Eke to 

(Confirmed on page 5) 


Shamir: U!S. wants Israel 
at pre- 1967 boundaries 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir has accused 
the United States of- trying to 
force Israel off nearly all fire land 
occupied by the Jewish state in 
file 1967 Middle Hast war. 

“The United States truly wants 
to send us back to the 1967 
borders with, minor border 
adjustments," said Mr. Shamir, 
who has sparred with Washington 
over Jewish settlement of the 
occupied lands that are home to 
the Palestinians. 

He told the newspaper Haaretz 
■in an interview published on Fri- 
day. ‘The difference between 
this adminis tration and its prede- 
cessors is that rt shows firmness in 
implementing these positions, 
while previous administrations 
relied on these firings being re- 
solved .in negotiations." 

Washington regards die settle- 
ment of Jews in file occupied 
territories as an obstacle to Arab- 
Israeli peace talks launched last 
October in Madrid. 

Mr. Shamir said the settle- 
ments eliminated any prospect of 
the emergence of a Palestinian, 
state, which be says would, 
threaten Israel’s survival. 

His Likud Party fa battling Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s Labour Party for 
power in a dosely-fbught election . 
on June 23. Labour would swap 
some occupied territory for; 
peace Likud says it win not. 

Mr. Shamir, 76, said bis succes- 
sors would have to negotiate the* 


future of tbe occupied territories. 
He said he was personally incap- 
able of making "territorial con- 
cessions.” 

He admitted having “all sorts 
of ideas” about a permanent solu- 
tion and said he even discussed 
them with George Shultz, who 
was U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan 's'secretary of state in the 
1980s. 

"I don’t want to disclose them 
because if we will begin to discuss 
it, we won’t achieve any immedi- 
ate progress," he said, adding 
that the focus must be on negotia- 
tions for an interim period of 
self-rule. 

“A period of interim arrange- 
ment will give the Palestinians 
much more than what they have, 
because today they have no- 
thing,” Mr^ Shamir said. 

Mr. Shamir voiced his irritation 
with the U.S. State Department 
for saying this week it still sup- 
ported a 43-year-old United Nap- 
tious resolution hacking the right 
of Palestinians to return to their 
homes in Palestine. 

He expressed surprise that 
Secretary of State James Baker 
went ahead with regional Middle 
East peace talks on refugees and 
economic development in Cana- 
da and Belgium this week without 
Israel’s agreement. 

Mr. Shamir’s government 
boycotted tbe talks because they 
included Pales tinians from out- 
side the occupied territories. 


Azeris 

revolt 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (R) — 
Thousands of nationalists seized 
Azerbaijan's parliament after a 
fierce gun battle on Friday and 
delcared the opposition Popular 
-Front in control of tbe former 
Soviet republic. 

A crowd of some 30,000 jam- 
med into the square outside par- 
liament, cheering and shouting to 
celebrate what they said was vic- 
tory over President Ayaz MutaE- 
bov. 

The front also took control of 
Azerbaijan’s television and one 
of its leaders went on the air to 
declare victory. 

“The popular front now con- 
trols almost everything in the. 
republic,” Is a Gambarov, a 
senior front member, said. 

Mr. MutaEbov’s whereabouts 
were unknown. Parliament had 
restored the former Communist 
Party chief to power on Thurs- 
day, two months after a defeat in 
Azer baijan’s territorial conflict 
with Armenia bad forced him. 
from office. 

Mr. Gambarov described par- 
liament. action as a constitutional 
coup. 

There was no immediate word 
on casualties. "We lost some- 
people,” a front official said, but 
gave no details. 

Mr. Mutatibov had declared a 
state of emergency in the Trans- 
caucasian republic, banned poli- 
tical activity and cancelled pres- 
idential elections scheduled for 
June 7. 


‘Reformists’ score stunning victory 
over Islamists in Irbid polls 


By Mariam M. Shahfai 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

• - . t 

AMMAN — Islamists suffered 
an unexpected defeat this 
week-end after a "Reformist 
Bloc” won a landslide victory 
in Irbid’s Municipal Coondl 
elections. 

The Reformist Bloc, led by Sami 
Irsheidat. trounced (be Islamic 
Bloc by a large margin in what was 
considered by pohticaj observers to 
be an important ind ic ato r of poli- 
tical treads in file north of the 
country. 

Islamists bad dominated the 
Irbid Msmdpel Council for die: 
pest 12 yean and many political 
observers had expected the munid- j 
paKty to continue to be dommatedi 
by teem. The 1989 parliamentary 
elections only gave more tod to 
tee belief that tbe governorate was 
an Islamic stronghold. Of the nine 
legislative seats five were won by 
Islamic candidates in teat election. 

In explaining Friday’s results, 
-observers in Iibkl said tee IsfaunBts 
might haw lost simply because 
they bad not been able to cure all! 
the munkapaBy's ills and “it was 
time to give other* a chance.” 


Dr. Abdul Razak Tubrishat, 1 
who is now minister of unxmdpati- 
| tics, bad been mayor of Irbid until 
Ins appointment as minister in a 
cabmet reshuffle in September last 
year. Dr. Tbbeishat bad enjoyed 
.the support of the Islamists, but it 
remains whether be has 

official ties with them. 

“It would be wrong go say that 
Irbid is ideologically in favour of 
Mamists or reformists," said a’ 
local political observer dose Co tbe . 
Islamists after the election results, 
were annonnoed Friday. “People - 
might have wanted to ghe refor- 
mists a chance this time.” he told, 
tbe Jordan Times. 

> m 

Tbe landslide victory of tbe Re- 
formist Bloc in which they won 11 
of the 12 seats on tee counti), 
ho we v er, “was a surprise to most 
people,” tbe source admitted. 

Fbr tbe past fcw yean the muni- 
cipality had been run by Idumim 
dose to the Mqdhn Broth erhood 
as o p posed to independent Islam- 
ins m the years before that. Islam-’ 
kis dahned Friday foal that group: 
of people had been pr es s ur ed by 
“people dose to the government” - 
not to ran. The Jordan Tunes war 
unable to fmd more than the daim ' 


to s up port tbe contention, howev- 
er. 

Irbid-based observers said that 
those running on tee Islamist ticket 
were not wefl-knowh and certainly 
not as popular as Dr. Tubefebat 
and his colleagues who won tbe hst 
t h re e elections. 

The observers also said teat the 
Iriamfeta (fid not launch a strong 
election campaign while the Refor- 
mist Bloc did. 

“It could have been one of two 
things," said a veteran observer. 
“Other the Islamists were over- 
confident or they (fid not campaign 
too hard as part of some son of 
political trade off, presumably frith 
the government,” said the source, 
who asked not to be identified, 

A supporter of the Islamists con- 
ceded that “the khmkn became* 
known for serving wily their own! 
constituents and thus fell out off 
favour with those who had no! 
politically organised links with 
them." Only tbe leader of dm 
M a mi e Bloc, Fakhri Sweflefa, won 
a scat on the coondl from tee 12. 
candidate? fielded by the Tdamaay 
He won over 8,009 votes compared j 

to nearly 14,000 voles won by Mr. ; 
Irsheidat. ! 


King, Queen begin visit to London 

In the Hague speech , King outlines 8 principles for regional order 


LONDON (Agencies) — Their 
Majesty King Hussein and Queen 
Noor arrived in London from the 
Hague Friday. Shortly after arriv- 
al King Hussein had a meeting 
with British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hard. 

On Thursday in tbe Hague, 
King Hussein met with the Dutch 
prime minister and with 

him relations between Jordan and 
the Netherlands and the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and tbe 
Kingdom. 

The meeting also discussed the 
Middle East peace process and 
Jordan’s role in it and stressed the 
need for Europe to contribute to 
advancing tbe process. 

The King, who is accompanied 


by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Royal Court 
Chief Khalid A1 Karala, also met 
with Zimbabwe’s .President 
Robert Mugabe, who is taking- 
part in an international seminar 
held in tbe Hague. The two lead-' 
ers discussed ways of enhancing 
relations between Jordan and* 
Zimbabwe and reviewed Arab 
and African issues. 

In a speed) to the international 
seminar in the Hague, the King 
outlined eight principles to estab- 
lish a new order in the Middle 
Hast. 

These included: The need for 
regimes enjoying constitutional 
legitimacy based on the right of 


the individual to express views, 
thoughts and beliefs; the interna- 
tional community should adopt 
an even-handed and balanced 
approach to address the problems 
of the region; the right of the 
people to utilise their resources 
for their own economic and social 
development in their own pers- 
pective; democracy and respect 
for human rights in the region; 
opportunities for education and 
access to culture; freeing the area 
from weapons of mass destruc- 
tion; a collective approach to the 
problems of security, develop- 
ment and human rights; an end to 
inter-Arab divisions, and the eli- 
mination of the root causes for 
frustration, anger and despair 


among the Arabs. 

(See fuD text of the King’s 
speech on page 4) 

The King also met with a - 
Jordanian economic delegation 
which is visiting the Netherlands 
for talks with Dutch officials on 
bilateral relations. At the meet- 
ing, the King stressed tbe need to 
promote cooperation between 
tee private sectors in Jordan and 
the Netherlands. 

Queen Noor Thursday visited 
an international flowers exhibi- 
tion, which is held in Che Hague 
once every decade. Queen Noor 
discussed with Dutch officials the 
prospect of holding an exhibition 
of Jordanian heritage and 
archaeology in the Ne the Hands. 


Overall economic course excellent — Nabulsi 

CBJ governor reviews IMF programme, debts, budget, 
balance of payment, inflation, bank credits and dinar 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's economic 
perfor ma nce has exceeded aO ex- 
pectations this year and tee King- 
dom is firmly on course towards 
recovery as set out by tee revival 
aod restructuring programme it has 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), according 
to Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Mohammad Saeed Al 
Nabob'. 

In a luncheon meeting with 
newspaper editors and econom i c 
writers Thursday, Dr. Nabulsi ex- 
pressed confidence that tbe re- 
forms in the economy were bearing 
fruit in terms of the budget deficit, 
hahwwT of payment and national 
growth. 

“Our reform efforts are pro- 
ceeding very well and tbe perform- 
ance of tbe efforts in our budget 
and balance of payment situation is 
excellent,” Dr. Nabulsi said. 

“We have achieved better re- 


sults than envisaged under the 
programme agreed with tbe IMF." . 

In tbe meeting, attended by 
senior officials of tbe bank and 
other economic experts. Dr. 
Nabulsi presented the various 
aspects of the Jordanian economy: 

— The national ecooomy growth 
— in terms of gross domotic pro- 
duct (GDP) — will be between 
three and four per cent which, be 
said, will be compatible with the 
population growth. - - 

Dr. Nabulsi recalled that econo- 
mic growth in the latter part of the 
80s was slow and sometimes nega- 
tive and that it declined by 10 per 
cent in real terms as a result of the 
Gulf crisis. 

“This was catastrophic,” he said. 
“But wc managed to rectify tbe 
co ur s e daring 1991 sod achieved a 
ntimttm growth. During this year 
the growth rate is exp ecte d to be 
three or four per cent — a rate that 
is parallel with the growth in 
population.” 

According to the CBJ governor, 
if the private sector invests wisely 



Mohammad Saeed Al Nabulsi 

and the government does its job 
property the growth rate during 
1993 and beyond could be far 
higher than what is ex pe cted . 

- — Inflation in tbe first quarter of 


1992 was 4.2 per cent while it was 
82 per cent for the year 1991, 16.1 
in 1990 and 25.8 in 1989. 

— The budget deficit dropped 
from 24 per cent of the GDP in 
1988 to 20.3 per cent in 1989, to 
17.7 per cent if 1991 and is ex- 
pected to be 14 per cent in 1992. 

The economic programme aims 
at reducing the budget deficit to 
three or four per cent in tbe next 
few years. “Ibis will be a major 
achievement that meetsall interna- 
tional standards,” Dr. Nabulsi 
said. 

— Similarly, the deficit in the 
balance of payment dropped to 
16 J in 1990 from 16.7 in 1989, but 
in 1992 the balance of payment 
posted a surplus of 0-2 per cent. 
Dr. Nabubi said.be expected the 
trend to continue and at the same 
rate of improvement for this year. 
’ — Jordan has managed to res- 
chedule debt repayments doe to 
foreign governments grouped 
under tbe Paris Club until mid- 

( Con t h rn ed on page 5) 


Iran urges Non-Aligned 
Movement to back Libya 


NUSA DUA, Indonesia (R) — 
Iranian Foreign Munster AJi 
Akbar Velayati on Friday urged* 
the Non-Aligned Movement to 
back Libya against U.S. pressure 
to surrender two. suspects in the 
Lockerbie airliner bombing. 

Iran’s support came a day after 
Libyan Foreign Minister Ibrahim 
Mohammad Beshari said in this 
Bali resort his country was pre- 
pared to cat aO links to terrorist 
organisations, in line , with U.N. 
Resolution 731, but would deal 
with the Lockerbie suspects itself. 

“Countries like the United 
States want to interfere in tbe 
affairs of another country on tbe 
pretext of futffllmg resolutions of 
tbe United Nations," Mr. Ve- 
layati said in an interview. 

Tehran approved of Libya's 
decision to deal with tbe two 
men, accused of carrying out the 
bombing over the Scottish town 
of Lockerbie in 1988 that killed 
270 people, he said. 

“Even if tbe government de- 
cides to hand over the two men to 
anybody or any country, it' is op 


to them," he said on the last, day 
of a two-day non-aligned foreign 
mini ste r s’ conference, paring the 
way for a summit in Jakarta in 
September. 

Mr. Velayati said it was up to 
the movement now to stand be- 
hind Libya. 

“It should express its sympathy 
to the people of Libya when they 
are under pressure from some 
countries,” he said in apparent 
reference to tbe United States 
and Britain. 

Mr. Velayati urged tbe Non- 
Aligned Movement to intervene 
in the former Yugoslav republic 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

He said it could send a delega- 
tion to start talks between the 
rival factions in the fighting, 
which escalated after the collapse 
of a ceasefire on Thursday. The 
violence has led to a pullout of 
EC monitors. 

Yugoslav delegates in Bali for 
the conference said they do not 
want tbe Non-Aligned Movement 
to step in. 


Arens says death squad 
reports helping Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens denied that Israel 
operates death ^ squads against 
Palestinians in file occupied terri- 
tories but said news reports of the 
undercover teams bad prompted 
activists to turn themselves in. 

“Hardly a day goes by without 
a wanted man turning himself 
in,” Mr. Arens told the daily 
newspaper Hadashot in an inter- 
view published on Friday. 

“It seems to them that what 
they read in the press on assas- 
sination squads is, in fact, cor-, 
recL” 

Israeli and Palestinian human 
rights groups accuse army under- 
cover units of shooting to kill 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza without warning. 
Rights activists said many were 
unanned. 

■ Tbe army has acknowledged it 
“adjusted” regulations on open- 
ing fire this year but has denied 
haring a shoot-to-ldll policy. It 
refuses to detail file orders* 


“There are no assassination 
orders and there are no assassina- 
tion units.” Mr. Arens told the 
newspaper. 

A Palestinian wood seller was 
shot and killed Friday by men 
dressed in Israeli army uniforms, 
but the army claimed tbe 
assailants were Arabs, not sol- 
diers. 

Tbe shooting in the occupied 
Gaza Strip marked the latest twist 
in the confrontation between 
Palestinians and Israeli soldiers, 
who often disguise themselves as 
Arabs to catch wanted men. 

The army said in a statement 
that three “Arabs” dressed as 
Israeli soldiers fired shots from a 
car in Gaza Gty on Friday, killing 
Mohammad Jouha, 20. The 
shooting was witnessed by sol- 
diers from an army observation 
post nearby, the army said. 

Palestinian reporters identified 
the victim as Iman Mohammad 
Jouha Guvari. They said they (fid 
not know why Guvari, a wood 
seller, was killed. 


* 

Lebanese warlord demands new blood in cabinet 


BEIRUT (R) — Right-wing 
Christian warlord Samir Geagea 
threatened to boycott Lebanon’s 
new government if it did not 
bring in new Wood to tackle a 
devastating economic crisis. 

But newly appointed Prime 
Minis ter Rashid Al Solh resisted 

demands by Dr. Geagea and 
other militia leaders tuned poBti-j 
dans and instead sought Presi- 
dent EKas Hrawi’s support onj 
Friday to form a government, -j 

Dr. Geagea, leader of tbe 
Lebanese Forces (LF), said new- 
faces most be included to produce ; 
some confidence that the govern- . 
ment could halt a steep economic ; 
dedme. 

“We wiD not take part and we ; 
will oppose behaviour Kke that of 
(Prime Minister Omar) Karami’s 
cabinet... we will be on the* 
opposition side and no Lebanese 


forces Inembers* will join tbe 
cabinet,’* he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

Dr. Geagea, traditionally 
opposed to an influential Syrian 
rue, said for ming an unbalanced 
government would produce the 
same problems that crippled Mr. 
Karami’s team, which repeatedly , 
had to send envoys to Damasrcis 
to resolve its internal disputes. * 

He refused to join die Kar a nri ' 
government formed in December 
1990, arguing it was weighted in 
favour of allies of Damascus, tiro 
mam political and military power' 
broker in Lebanon. 

Minister of State Roger Dib 
represented him in that cabinet. 

Appointed prime minister on 
Wednesday to revive Lebanon’s 
war-hit economy and attract fore- 
ign aid and investment, Mr. Solh 
.swiftly came under pre ss u re from 


former warlords demanding more 
political power. 

Dnize leader Wafid Junblatt 
and Nabih Bern, who beads the 
Shiite Amal movement, are both 
asking for a greater number of 
cabinet posts than their parties 
held m file Karami cabinet. 

The warlords, whose militias 
were debanded last year, had 
posts in the Karami cabinet which 
was ousted by riots last week by 
workers demanding an end to tbe 
Lebanese pound's collapse. 

The Karanti cabinet also came 
under fire both in Lebanon and 
. |zoad for failing to end wide- 
spread official corruption. 

Tbe Lebanese pound, buoyed 
*Mr. Solh was appoihted, 
weakened slightly agamst the dol- 
lar on Friday to dose at 1,570, 
compared with Thursday’s dose 
of 1,520, ttie central bank said.. 


Mr. Solh discussed suggestions 
from members of parliament on 
the composition of his adminis- 
tration with Mr. Hrawi and said 
he would return to the president’s 
office for more talks later on 
Friday. 

“We reviewed all the remarks, 
and demands of the (parliament)! 
deputies 1 cosuited over the past 
two days. We hope to end this 
problem and form a new govern- 
ment as soon as possible ” Mr. 
Solh told reporters. . 

Official sources said a cabinet 
might be named on Friday but . 
others said they expected it to 
take perhaps another 48 boms. 

Mr. Solh, a conservative who 

last served as premier at the start 

of Lebanon’s dvfl war in 1975 * 
was quoted by the Al Safir dafli 
on Friday as telling paifiamenta- 
rians that he would not give in. 
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Jordan optimistic of end to 
Red Sea shipping problems 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

juruun Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian 
businessmen and shipping 
agents are optimistic that an 
end is in sight for the problems 
faced by Jordanian importers 
by the strict enforcement of the 
sanctions against Iraq. The 
optimism stems from what is 
seen as a recent climb-down 
from what many describe as 
intentional harassment of 
Jordan-bound cargo as part of 
the sanctions against Iraq and a 
meeting earlier this month a 
delegation representing the en- 
forcers of the embargo. 

The other side of the affair is 
an assertion by diplomats from 
countries represented . in the 
enforcement group that Jorda- 
nian importers and shippers 
have "learnt from their experi- 
ence and now know what is 
expected of them to avert ship- 
ping problems." 

Tawfiq Kawar. president of 
the Jordan Shipping Agents 
Association (SAA). reported 
to a meeting of the Interna- 
tional Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC) last week that the out- 
come of the May 4 meeting in 
Aqaba with the delegation rep- 
resenting the Multinational 
Maritime Interception Forces 
(MMIF) was positive in sorting 
out procedural issues related to 
maritime cargo bound for Jor- 
dan. 

Shipments addressed to con- 
signees in Iraq are permitted to 
enter Aqaba as long as they are 
accompanied by a certificate 
from the U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee in line with Article 20 of 
Security Council Resolution 
687 which exempts food and 
medicine from the embargo. 

Noting that the MMIF de- 
legation was not authorised to 


discuss the policy related to the 
enforcement of sanctions (U.S. 
officials affirmed that there 
was not shifts in policy) but 
only operational matters, Mr. 
Kawar told the ICC meeting in 
Marakkesh. Morocco, that 
progress was made on: 

— Relaxing the strict ap- 
plication of documentation re- 
quirements: 

— Ending "harsh treat- 
ment” of crew; 

— Improving facilities to in- 
spect to containerised cargo; 

— Affirming that there was 
no restriction on the nature of 
goods as long as they are 
bound of Jordan — free zone 
or otherwise; and 

— Improving accessibility to 
cargo. 

However, other problems 
remain, Mr. Kawar said. These 
include obligatory calls on non- 
Jordanian ports before pro- 
ceeding to Aqaba. Under the 
present enforcement regula- 
tions, non-Jordan bound car- 
go, particularly containers, are 
also closely inspected. To cir- 
cumvent this problem vessels 
heading for Aqaba discharge 
non-Jordan cargo at other Red 
Sea ports and reload them af- 
ter calling at Aqaba. 

This means, according to 
Mr. Kawar, "sailing south- 
bound. to re-route itinerary 
and call twice at other Red Sea 
ports, re-stow containers, pay 
additional costs, port dues 
etc.” 

As a result, only 20 shipping 
lines now operate to Aqaba 
compared with 41 before the 
Gulf crisis. Mr. Kawar pointed 
out. 

The SAA is suggesting the 
sealing of hatches and holds 
carrying non-Jordan bound 
cargo by the enforcers at the 
Tiran Straits and reinspection 
of the- seals as the vessels sail 


out to ensure that no such 
cargo is unloaded at Aqaba. 

The MMIF team "pointed 
out that this a question of 
policy but will pass (the prop- 
osal) to higher authorities.'* 
Mr. Kawar said. 

Other issues dealt with dur- 
ing the meeting were means for 
quick inspection of cruise ships 
and empty containers taken 
out of Aqaba. 

Normally, the enforcers car- 
ry out their inspection during 
daylight and this poses a prob- 
lem for passenger vessels 
which pass the Tiran Straits to 
and from Aqaba at night since 
they have to wait until day- 
break (although certain excep- 
tions were made recently). 

The inspection of empty 
containers is another problem 
since the enforcers are particu- 
lar about meticulously check- 
ing every outgoing vessels to 
ensure that no goods of Iraqi 
origin are aboard. Present 
rules limit container stacking 
to three and the SAA re- 
quested that this be relaxed to 
five in view of the thousands of 
empties lying at Aqaba port 
awaiting transport to their 
points of origin or further car- 
go- 

According to Mr. Kawar the 
backing of the ICC and its Sea 
Transport Commission (STC) 
was highly instrumental in alle- 
viating the difficulties faced by 
Jordanian importers and ship- 
pers. 

The gist of what Mr. Kawar 
told the ICC is expected to be 
circulated among shippers, im- 
porters and exporters, brokers, 
hankers and others so that they 
could comply with the require- 
ments of inspection at the Red 
Sea and avoid problems. 

According to American 
Central Command figures, the 
enforcers have intercepted 



The container area of the port of Aqaba 


over 13,000 vessels since the 
sanctions were imposed against 
Iraq following its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait; about 
4,000 were boarded and 250 
were denied entry. Most ves- 
sels either discharged Jordan- 
bound cargo at other Red Sea 
ports and proceeded on their 
way or came back to Aqaba 
after unloading the “suspwt” 
cargo. 

Officials said the Aqaba 
meeting came after months of 
efforts and high-level interver 
tion and was coordinated with 
the American embassy in Am- 
man. 


No comment on the meeting 
was immediately available 
from the embassy. 

•Since Aqaba is the .only inlet 
for Iraq-bound maritime cargo. 
Jordan bears the brunt of the 
inspection of vessels in the Red 
Sea. The loss to the national 
economy as a result of the 
delays and diversion of ships is 


estimated to run into tens of 
millions of dollars. 

•The “accessibility" require- 
ment — which implies clear 
space for movement of inspec- 
tors into cargo holds — is 
costing the importers higher 
freight charges, particularly in 
cases of chartered vessels. 

“In some cases ■ only two 
thirds of the cargo space can be 
used since pathways have to be 
cleared for inspectors to enter 
the holds," said an importer. 
“This means a loss of one third 
of the freight,” be pointed out. 

An apparent shift in the 
tough imposition of the en- 
forcement is clear since last 
month after the issue was 
raised at the highest level be- 
tween Jordan and the United 
States, whose navy leads the 
enforcement group, according 
to shippers. 

But, said one Western diplo- 
mat, “there is-no change in the 
enforcement regime, but it 
seems that Jordanian shippers 


and importers are now closely 
familar with the procedures 
involved and are complying 
with the requirements.'* 

"Needless to say compliance 
with the requirements means 
preempting problems.” said 
the diplomat. 

Only one vessel, the Gulf 
Star, carrying general cargo 
faced problems during the 
month of April compared in 
two in March and six in Febru- 
ary. The Gulf Star managed to 
meet the accessibility require- 
ments of the enforoexs after 
rearranging cargo aboard while 
at sea without docking at any 
port and thus was able to pro- 
ceed to Aqaba one week after 
it was intercepted in late April, 
said Sufi an A1 Muhaisen, a 
senior SAA official. 


“We are very much encour- 
aged by the meeting with the 
MNIF and are optimistic that 
things could ease soon,” he 
told the Jordan Times. 



The National Music Gonsaivatory/Noor AJ Hussein Foundation 
and 

Tha American Canter-Amman 
p reseat 

APPLE HILL CHAMBER PLAYERS 

le concert 


Program will Include pieces by SCHUBERT, 
FAURE and others 


Sunday, May 24 , 1992 - B= OOp-m 


AJ Hassan Bln Talal Audltiorium 
University of Jordan 


Tickets, JD 7, JD 5, JD 3, are available at: 


- Safeway, Tel . 68531 1 

- Babiche, Tel . 661322 

- The Royal Cultural Center, Tel . 661026 

- The American Cultural Center, Tel . 641520 

- The National Music Conservatory , Tel . 687620 


U.N. appeals for urgent 
help for Afghanistan 


KABUL (Agencies) — A U.N. 
envoy warned Friday the tenuous 
peace between rival guerrilla 
groups could discourage interna- 
tional assistance to bring home 
the world's largest refugee 
population and rebuild a country 
devastated by 14 years of dvil 
war. 

A temporary truce between the 
new Islamic interim government 
and renegade fundamentalists re- 
bels led by Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar expires next week. 

Although talks are under way 
and the capital has been free of 
deadly random rockets, Mr. Hek- 
matyar has threatened 14 more 
years of war and another two 
million casualties 1 in his bid to 
sens power. 

“The interest in helping Afgha- 
nistan is there, but whether the 
response mil be as generous is 
uncertain. The list is shrinking 
and there are many demands 
from so many emergencies — 
Cambodia, the Horn of Africa, 
Yugoslavia, Eastern Europe, 
Central Asia. Afgans have to 
compete with these emergen- 
cies,” said Benon Sevan, the spe- 
cial representative of U.N. 
Secretary -General Boutros Gha- 
li. 

“The situation could be com- 
pounded. If there’s no peace, if 
there's no order. We will have 
problems gening aid,” he said. 
“But the ceasefire is holding, 
talks are going on and that gives 
us hope.” 

The war between the U.S.- 
backed guerrillas and a succes- 
sion of governments propped up 
by the former Soviet Union 
caused enormous devastation to 
Afghanistan, one of the world’s 
poorest countries even peace- 
time. The fighting left at least two 
million Afghans dead, third mil- 


lion-wounded and nearly six mil- 
lion refugees in Pakistan and 
Iran. 

Mr. Sevan said the United Na- 
tions was concentrating on pro- 
viding food and medicine for 
survivors and the equipment to 
dear 10 million landmines to 
make it safe for the refugees to 
return. 

The U.N.'s World Food Prog- 
ramme has sent more than 2,000 
tonnes of wheat to Kabul and 
other major cities. The World 
Health Organisation has shipped 
about eight tonnes of medical 
supplies from Pakistan to Kabul, 
while the United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund is airlifting 41 tonnes 
of emergency medical kits. 

Also, economically strapped 
Russia delivered 90 tonnes of 
flour as well as a large shipment 
of medicine and bandages to 
Kabul. The Central Asian repub- 
lic of Tajikistan bordering Afgha- 
nistan is transporting 1,000 trucks 
of much-needed fuel to the 
Afghan capital. Iran has been 
airlifting food and supplies into 
the hardest-bit areas of central 
and western Afghanistan since 
last November, while Pakistan is 
delivering a promised 50,000 ton- 
nes of wheat to Kabul. 


India said Friday it haii sent 
food and medicine to Afghanis- 
tan and offered to help the coun- 
try rebuild its economy. 

New Delhi had rushed 150 ton- 
nes of “essential supplies,” three 
million rupees ($115,000) worth 
of medicine and 50,000 tonnes of 
wheat to Afghanistan, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. 

.“India stands ready to make 
whatever contributions we can 
make to facilitate economic re- 
covery (in Afghanistan),” the 
spokesman said. 


Israelis capture Palestinian 
after four-day manhunt 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian seiy ; 
mg a life sentence for allegedly 
killing an Israeli soldier was re- 
captured early on Friday four 
days after he escaped from a 
police van, police said. 

A policeman told reporters 
that he and a dvil guard volun- 
teer found Jamil Ismail Al Baz, 
34, at a roadside near the city of 
Ashkelon. Baz said he was hun- 
gry and did not resist arrest. 

Hundreds of policemen and 
soldiers combed Israel after Baz 
broke out of his leg irons and 
slipped away on Monday while he 
was being returned to Ashkelon 
prison from a court bearing m 
Beeisheba. 

His two escorts, sitting in the 
front seat, were apparently una- 
ware for some time that he was 
missing from the back seat 

Baz, an activist in the Islamic 
resistance movement (Hamas), 
was jailed for life for , inten- 
tionally running down a soldier in 
July last year. 

Baz’ escape was the top story 
on Israeli Television and radio 
newscasts this week. Police, 
embarrassed about letting him 
slip, had been combing southern 
Israel with helicopters and foot 
patrols. 

In the end, Baz was caught by a 
policeman on the way home from 
work with a volunteer of the dvil 
guard. 

pie volunteer, Eliezer Lugassi, 
said he and the policeman, 
Mohammad Hajarat, were driv- 
ing north towards Ashkelon when 
they saw the suspect standing by 
the side of the road and arrested 
him. 

“It happened so quickly he 
(Baz) didn’t even have time to 
react,'’ Lugassi told Israel army 


radio, . . . 

District police commander 
Mosbe Caspi said Baz had hidden 
for three days in a dried-up 
riverbed after jumping from the 
police van Monday. 

“Security forces who were near 
(the hiding place) all the time 
didn’t leave him any choice” but 
to stay put, Caspi told army 
radio. After nightfall Thursday, 
Baz walked towards the main 
road to hitch a ride, Caspi said. 

Army radio said three police- 
men in charge of guarding Baz 
would apparently be fired and 
several senior officers repri- 
manded over the affair. ■ 


Israel holds 

Egyptian 

suspect 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli au- 
thorities have held an Egyptian 
man for eight months on suspi- 
cion of infiltrating and spying on 
military installations, Israeli 
radios and television reported 
Thursday. 

The suspect was identified only 
as being 45-years-old, and his 
trial was scheduled to begin Mon- 
day in a district court in the 
southern city of Beersheba, the 
reports said. The affair was cen- 
sored for months, and lately it- 
was banned from the press mainly 
to avoid obstructing Israel’s 
efforts to free four Israelis held 
by Egypt on espionage suspi- 
cions, army radio said. The 
Israelis, detained late in January 
and held without being charged, 
were freed last week. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli TV Journalists win broadcast right 


TEL AVIV (R) — Journalists said Israel's supreme c ourt 
approved the televising of an investigative news programme on 
Friday night despite protests by Prime Minister Yitzhak Stamps 
Likud Party. Judge Aharon Barak granted a request by the Israel 
Journalists Association to temporarily bar the state broadcasting 
authority from switching the programme to another day, which 
would cut the audience by half. No date was- announced for a 
hearing to resolve the issue. The programme “Weekly magazine” 
angered -Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamfr's Likud Party by-report- 
ing corruption in Ariel Sharon's bousing ministry and the 
cold-blooded killing of Arabs by undercover army units. Mr. 
Sharon and the army both denied the charges- The tgevisfon 
board had ordered the weekly show be moved , from- Friday 
evenings, when some 1.7 million viewers ‘gather for the start of the 
Jewish Sabbath. Journalists accused Likud of infringing press 
freedom for fear the reports would harm its chances in a June 23 
national election. 




Tremor shakes Turkey.'no damage reported 


ANKARA (R) — An earth tremor measuring 4.5 on the Richter 
shook western Turkey on Friday but Anatolian news agency 
there were no casualties or damage. The tremor was most 
strongly felt in Aydin province. It also slightly shook the Aegean 
provinces of Izmir, Mugla, Denizli, Usak and Manisa. 


Egyptian official visits S. Africa 


CAIRO (R) — A senior Egyptian official is in South Africa on 
the first visit of its kind since Cairo severed diplomatic relations in 
1961. Egyptian officials said on Friday that Said Rifaat, an 
ambassador who beads Foreign Ministry's Africa Department, 
was attending talks on democratic reforms in Johannesburg. 
“Relations with South Africa are developing in line with 
developments towards ending apartheid,” one official said. Amid 
signs of unproved relations, the two countries agreed earlier this 
month to restore air- links and the first South African flight to 
Egypt landed at Cairo airport on May 6. The officials said 
restoring formal ties hinged on a collective decision by the 
Organisation of African Unity, of which Egypt was a founder 
member. Mr. Rifkat's trip was also in response to an exploratory 
visit to Cairo earlier this month by the director-general of toe 
South African Foreign Ministry. 


‘Supergun’ becomes museum pieces 


LONDON (AP) — Nine sections of steel tube that were ordered 
by Iraq to build the world’s largest cannon became museum pieces 
on Thursday. Other parts which were confiscated two years ago 
were shipped to a military laboratory for testing. The huge steel 
sections of the Iraqi weapon were confiscated by customs agents^, 
in April 1990. Five of the sections, each 6 metres long and 
weighing 10 tonnes, were sent to Fort Halstead in southeastern 
England, for testing by scientists, tbe Ministry of Defense said. 
The scientists hope to learn whether the supergun would have 
worked, and whether its design has application for low-cost 
satellite launches. The other sections of barrel have become 
displays at two museums. The Imperial War Museum in Duxford, 
near Cambridge, has 42 tonnes of snpergun parts. The Royal 
Armouries Museum at Fort Nelson has pieces of a smaller gun, 
called “Baby Babylon,” which tbe Iraqis admitted test-firing four 
times. The Iraqis were required to dismantle the guns under the 
terms of the Gulf war armistice. The giant guns were designed by 
Canadian -artillery specialist Gerald Bull, who was murdered' in 
Brussels three weeks before the’ barrel sections were confiscated. 


Iran denies accusations against Italian diplomat 


>* - r ‘ 




ROME (AP) — A potential conflict between Italy and Iran 
appeared to diminish after Iranian officials denied a report that 
they opposed accepting an Italian diplomat. The Tehran Times, a 
newspaper dose to the Iranian government, recently called on 
Italy to withdraw the appointment of the diplomat, Saha D’EBa. £ 
Mr. D’Eb'a, a diplomat at the United Nations who was named ' 
number two at the embassy in Iran, was accused try the newspaper 
of having dose ties with what it called Zionist power groups. It did 
not elaborate. Alessandro Di Franco, a spokesman at die I talian 
Foreign Ministry, said Iranian officials claim they do not agree 
with the accusations. “The Iranians are now investigating the case 
and assure us they were unaware of tbe newspaper's intentions in 
publishing these accusations," Mr. Di Franco said. Despite the 
denials, it was unclear if Mr. D’Elia would still go to Iran. 
“Sometiung negative still remains in the air, D'Elia’s hesitation is 
understandable,” Mr. Di Franco said. Italy's ambassador to Iran, 
Vittorio Amedeo Farinelli, is discussing the matter with Iranian 
officials. 


Kuwait, U.S. toehold Patriot exercise 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. and Kuwaiti military forces will 
conduct a joint training exercise in Kuwait next week to train toe 
emirate's forces in die use of Patriot anti-aircraft missiles, the - 
Defence Department said. The United States m March agreed; to ['■ 
sell six Patriot batteries and 450 missies to Kuwait. The weapqos ■ 
were used to defend Saudi Arabia and Israel against Iraqi Scud 
missiles during the Gulf war. The Pentagon said the seven-dra, - 
joint exercise would begin on Monday under last year’s defeiidft • 
cooperation agreement between the United States and Kuwait : 
One Patriot battery will be sent to Kuwait for the exercise along 
with about 80 American troops from the 43rd Air Defence ■ 
Artillery Regiment based in Hanau, Germany. In addition to the ' 
Patriots, the planned $2.5 billion anti-aircraft sale to Kuwait vfQl 
include six Hawk missile batteries and 342 missiles. Despite a : 
worldwide push by President George Bush to reduce tbe sale of > 
arms to the Middle East, tbe White House ham made it will 
continue to support Israel and friendly Arab states which nqed 
defensive weapons. The Bush administration last December 
announced the sale of 14 Patriot batteries and 758 missiles to the 
Saudis for $33 billion. 


•'Sir. 
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JESORS MEET WITH REGENT — Retired 
army officers affHiatrd with the Jordan Econo- 
mical and Social Organisation for Retired Service- 
men (JESORS) met His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Ha»an, the Regent, at the Royal Court 
and presented him with proposals for improving 
the firing conditions of the retired officers on the 
one hand and develop JESORS on the other. The 
retired officers, from the Zarqa, Balqa and 
Amman governorales, heard the Crown Prince’s 
views about means of JESORS development and a 
briefing by a senior army officer on a recent study 
on ways to help JESORS members to contribute 
more positively to the country’s socio-economic 
development. The Regent that JESORS 


members set up working groups to deal with the 
different issues of concern. Prince Hassan under- 
lined the JESORS rede in economic and social 
development, urging the audience to embark oa a 
practical and sdnttBc study based on sound and 
accurate data before undertaking any projects. 
He also noted that JESORS could benefit from the 
ffpfUtrif* offered to its members by the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and the official government depart- 
ments in overcoming problems. The JESORS, 
which was established in 15174, has been im- 
plementing v a rious economic projects Including 
agricultural schemes in the Jordan Valley, be- 
neflttrog JESORS members. 


Agricultural corporation to allocate funds 
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AMMAN {Petra) — The Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC), winch is charged with the 
task of offering loans to Jorda- 
nian fanners, has made plans and 
allocated funds to offer loans 
totalling JD 1.2 million to the 
needy farmers and vegetable 
growers in the country, according 
luseum pity! to Minister of Agriculture Fayez 
Khasawneh. 

The ACC, established by the 
government in 1960s to help far- 
mers carry out agricultural 
schemes, has so far granted local 
formers JD 37 million, said the 
minister at a press conference 
held at his office Thursday. 

To help fanners carry out 
further projects, the government 
is now undertaking and support- 
ing the creation of a Jordanian 
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formers association to shoulder 
some of the responsibilities in 
promoting the agricultural sector, 
the minister noted. 

Dr. Khasawneh urged formers 
to grow more and more fruit 
trees, notibg that there are good 
opportunities for exporting fruits. 
At the same time, be said, the 
ministry is going ahead with a 
project for the greening of the 
Kingdom by the year 2000, as 
directed by Ms Majesty King 
Hussein. The ministry’s nurseries 
continue to produce millions of 
tree-saplings, the minister noted. 

The lack of sufficient water for 
irrigation, the presence of certain 
pests harmful to crops in the past 
years and the retreat in Jordan’s 
crop exports led to some comple- 


xities in the agricultural sector, 
noted the minister. ( 

Changes in agricultural policies 
to cope with the changing needs 
of ‘the local and foreign markets, 
said the minister, was something 
acceptable to the ministry, noting 
that the ministry's departments 
will restrict their role to guidance 
and coordination of matters re- 
lated to crop production, thereby 
leaving the formers with tote! 
freedom to decide on their own 
fanning business. 

The minister said that the ACC 
has become the sole source for 
loans to formers and all the for- 
mer debts to formers due to die 
Jordan Valley Farmers Assod- 
tion and the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation having been refer- 
red to the ACC. 
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New blood bank to be established 

.By INor .Sail V\- 


Special to the Jordan 7/fg^. 
AMMAN — One of the ear- 
rent problems of the National 
Blood Bank at A1 Bashir Hos- 
pital is the distance from the 
eastern side of Amman to the 
western side. 

To make blood readily avail- 
able in cases of emergencies 
for the hospitals, a new blood 
bank will be established in the 
western side of Amman in the 
coming three to four months, 
according to specialists. - - 

Additionally, Jordan will 
have a mobile van which will 
be sent to different locations 
for people to donate blood. 

The branch of the National. 
Blood Bank is expected to 
receive up to 600 units of blood 
each month. Dr. Toby El 
Simon, president of Blood Sys- 
tems in the U.S., said. “We 
hope its location will also in- 
crease volunteer blood dona- 
tions in that area," he added. 

Dr. Simon, who arrived in 
Jordan last Saturday, is acting 
as a consultant to the National 
Blood Bank and the develop- 
ment of the new branch. “The 
intention of the project is to 
make blood available for 
emergencies to the hospitals 
that are growing in West Am- 
man." 

Dr. Simon said be has built 
many such branches, in the 
U.S.. which support this kind 
of situation “where hospitals 


are built and medical care de- 
velops at some distance! from* 
the central blood bank.” : ; - - 

“We therefore bu&d what is 
called, a satelite or branch 
blood bank thrt can serve the 
needs of those operations," he 
said. 

Under the auspices of the. 
United States Agency for In- 
ternational Development 
(USAID), Dr. Simon is look- 
ing at the kind of plans that 
were developed in the past for 
these branches. “Our organisa- 
tion is going over them to see 
which of the plans are suitable 
or best fit or can best help in 
the design of the branch,” he 
said. 

Director of the Central 
Blood Bank at the Ministry of 
Health, Dr. Jannette Mirza, 
said there will be close coop- 
eration between the two 
banks. The National Blood 
Bank branch will collect blood 
from the donors and transfer II 
to the National Blood Bank in 
order to separate them into 
components as well as test the 
blood. Later, the branch will 
be provided with the units and_ 
components which will be' 
needed by patients m the hos- 
pitals, she added. 

“I think having a blood bank 
in West Amman would encour- 
age more people to come to 
donate in that area and it 
would also provide quick ser- 
vice to hospitals there," Dr. 
Mirza said. 


Volunteer donors in Jordan 
number 21 per cent, according 
5 to Dr; Mirza. “We are doings 
our best to increase voluntary 
donations but we need more 
regular donors,” she added, 
putting the figure of regular 
donors at l.S per cent. 

“Many patients are com- 
raing to be treated in Jordan 
from the neighbouring coun- 
tries and they are in need' of 
blood and we have to be able 
to provide them with that 
blood," Dr. Mirza said. “Also 
in Jordan, there are patients 
who require blood all their 
lives (multi-transfused pa- 
tients) so we need to have 
every healthy person give 
blood every three months in 
one of the 25 blood banks 
throughout the Kingdom,” she 
added. 

To make matters' more con- 
venient to the donors, Jordan 
wiD soon have mobile vans 
which can travel to different 
locations to attract blood 
donors, according to Dr. 
Simon. “It will be one that we 
had an experience with in the' 
United States. It is very attrac- 
tive to the donor,” he said. 

The mobile van will have 
three -beds so that people can 
donate simultaneously. “We 
have received these vans 
custom-built in the U.S. so we 
are planning, through 
USAID's assistance, to pro- 
vide one of these for Jordan,” 
Dr. Simon said. 
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> Jordan’s pavilion at expo: Small but popular 
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’.SEVILLE (J.T.) — Oat of 
',250.000 daily visitors to the Sevil- 
le Universal Exposition 1992, a 
total of 30,000 visit the Jordanian 

- pavilion, according to Jordan 
officials who are in charge of the 

“Jordanian wing. 

. - — _ Although Jordan’s pavilion of 
400 square metres is relatively 
-small, activities and exhibits 
- - make up for the small space, 
according to the Jordan national 
committee to the exposition. 

It said that the Jordanian pavi-' 
lion exhibits artefacts, pictures 
and archaeological pieces from' 

- most historical periods and dvi- 

■ hsation mid archaeological pieces 

■ from most historical periods and 
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civilisations that have left an im- 
print in Jordan tracing man’s 
beginnings and progress. 

- According to the committee, 
the pavilion exhibits in particular 
artefacts from Umayyad period, 
during which the Islamic rule in 
Spain came into being. 

Various -aspects of the ancient 
Nabatean dty of Petra, like the 
Siq and the treasury, as well as 
the ancient desert castles and the 
Madaba mosaic map are also on 
display. 

One comer of the Jordanian 
pavilion is displaying aspects of 
urban civilisations in Jordan with 
models from Salt, together with 
jewellery samples and costumes. 


as well as other aspects of sorio- 
cutiural life. 

In addition, Jordan is providing 
a special rich cultural programme 
outride the pavilion which will be 
held daring the last week of 
September. These include folk- 
lore dances and other images of 
Jordanian cultural life, the com- 
mittee said, 

A total of 110 countries, some 
SO multi-national companies and 
more than 20 international orga- 
nisations are parihdpating in the 
exposition with pavilions or ex- 
hibits under the overall logo of 
“the age of discovery." 

The Seville Universal Exposi- 
tion was opened on April 20, 
-1992. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Art by Iraqi artist Hazem A) 

Hwtori a£ the Honsing Bank GaDery. 

☆ Art exhibition of Iraqi artist AB A1 Mand a te - 
wf's works, inspir ed by poems off the great 
Arab poet Abdul Wahab Al Bayati, at the 
Spanish Cnttnral Centre. 

^ Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist 
Mohammad Aba. 2 refaj at Aha Art Gallery. 

☆ EfHWfim of by Bve Malaysian 

artiste at the National GaBery of Fine Arts, 
Jabal Lawdbdefu 


French Cultural Centre. 

Plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Botis and 
Munira Al Tnmriyya at the Orthodox dab. 

Ph ot ography ektiibitina entitled .“Double Vi- 
rion of Jordan” by Bernard GnUlot and 
Jen^Pbfi^pe Reverdot at Hotel Jordan Inter- 

Awihwital. 

’ Lecture entitled “Women in Deve l opme n t” 
by Abba Angnstkie and Maha Al Rhatib at 
the Goethe Institute - 7 pjn. 

' Plano reritri by Rnla Nabcd at the Royal 
Cnttnral Centre - 8 pun. 



VTC holds exhibition of 
training centres’ products 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising 
for His Majesty King Hussein, 

Minister of Labour Abdul Karim 
Al Kabariti Friday opened an 
exhibition of the Vocational 
Training Corporation’s (VTC) 
products on Greater Amman 
Municipality premises. 

VTC officials said that the five- 
day exhibition will display items 
from 24 centres, noting that all 
items could be sold through spe- 
cial arrangements between the 
VTC and various Jordanian 

firms. 

The exhibition, which marks 
the VTCs 15th anniversary, aims 
to promote the role of vocational 
training and its important con- 
tribution towards socio-economic 
development in the Kingdom, 
said the officials. 

Products displayed by the 24 
participating centres can be 
bought by the private and public 
sectors at very competitive prices 
and the exhibition is there in 
order to draw the attention of all 
citizens and provide evidence of 
the ability of Jordanian citizens to 
produce high quality products, 
they noted. 

According to VTC officials, the 
items were produced by trainees 
in electrecity, auto mechanic^ 
welding, metallurgy, central beat- 
ing, sanitation work, refrigera- 
tion and air conditioning, wood- 
work, carpentry, construction 
and building, radio and television 

Jerusalem-based society 
to assist in restoration 

A committee member, Daoud 
Suiaiman Daoud, who is also a 
former member of parliament 
for Jerusalem constituency, 
said the committee will call for 
a people's conference next week to 
work out a plan of action in 
preparation for foundling a 
fund-raising campaign to help 
restore the holy places in the 
occupied Arab dty of Jeru- 
salem. 

The money collected will be 
channeled to the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and 
the special committee for the 
restoration of Al Aqsa Mos- 
que. 


Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 

repair, printing and press, hotel 
management, sewing and knit- 
ting, artificial flower making, 
ceramics, children's toys, hair 
dressing, confectioneries and 
leather industries. 

The VTC officials noted that 
since its establishment in 1976, 
the corporation has been training 
Jordanians in trades needed by 
the local labour market. 

The exhibition, which is being 
held at the Amman Municipality 
Building, is aho being organised 
to mark the Kingdom's independ- 
ence anniversary this month. 

The opening ceremony was 
attended by the ministry's secret- 
ary general, director of the VTC. 
a number of senior government 
officials and members of the di- 
plomatic corp in Jordan. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Building 
on His Majesty King Hussein's 
initiative to donate $8.25 
million from his own funds to 
help restore the Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock, 
representatives of the 
Jerusalem- based voluntary 
societies and their counterparts 
in Amman Thursday held a 
meeting and discussed ways 
and means through which they 
can support King Hussein's 
efforts and those of the govern- 
ment. 

The meeting came up with 
the formation of a constituent 
committee. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan attends Lebanese transport conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Transport 
Minister Ali Suheimat left Amman for Beirut Thursday to take 
part in a Lebanese national conference on transport. Hie 
three-day conference, will discuss issues related to fond, sea and" 
air transport in Lebanon and the role of the transport sector in 
enhancing international relations. Mr. Suheimat’s participation in 
the conference was in response to an invitation by the Lebanese 
minister of state for sea, land and air transport affairs. 

Cabinet discusses plans for library 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet has decided to set up a 
committee which will include representatives of the Ministries of 
Culture, Public Works and Homing and Planning, in addition to 
tiie Greater Amman Municipality, to follow up the implementa- 
tion of a decision to establish a national library. The cabinet had 
previously allocated $6 million for the project- Culture Minister 
Mahmoud Al Samara said Wednesday that the library will include 
balk for researchers and students and auditoriums, in addition to 
a conference hall. He said a Chinese government delegation will 
arrive in Amman soon to bold talks with Jordanian officials on the 
derails of the project, which is financed by a Chinese loan. 



at the computer show 

Amman Marriott Hotel 

Thursday May 1 4 - Friday May 1 5, 1 992 1 0am - 9pm 
Saturday May 1 6, 1 992 1 0am - 5pm 
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Crime rates in Jordan 
among lowest worldwide, 

says security director 


AMMAN (PetTa) — Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Director Major General Fadel 
Ali Fubeid Thursday said Jordan 
has never been and is not ex- 
pected to be a scene for organised 
crime and described the crimes 
that took place over the past few 
years as "traditional crimes.'* 

Speaking at a press conference. 
Major Genera! Fuheid said “rates 
of crime in Jordan are among the 
lowest worldwide," noting that 
these rates did not exceed 737 
crimes per 100,000 persons. 

He added that most of these 
crimes are “simple crimes" which 
result in minor injury or harm. 
He also said that the rate of crime 
discovery is one of the highest 
worldwide, noting that the rate of 
crimes discovered in 1991 was 
89.3 per cent, against 85.6 per 
cent in 1990. 

The PSD director further said 
that the rate of murder crimes in 
1991 was 2 per 100,000 of the 
population, compared with three 
per 100,000 in 1990. 

On the crimes committed this 
year. Major General Fuheid said 
they are minor crimes whose 
effects do not exceed mere minor 
harm or injury. 

Such crimes accounted for 33.9 
per cent of the total number of 
crimes followed by thefts and 


robberies, which accounted for 
25.2 per cent, be said. He pointed 
out that the rate of crime has 
registered a minor increase over 
the past five years, saying that 
such an increase conforms with 
the pressures on resources and 
services. 

He noted that there were some 
ugly crimes over the the past few 
years. However, he said, such 
crimes take place everywhere and 
therefore we should be aware 
that political, economic and so- 
cial changes can affect human 
behaviour and can consequently 
serve as a major cause for an 
increase in crime rates. 

He warned of rumours which 
have been fabricated abroad with 
a view to negatively affect Jorda- 
nian citizens who are at this stage 
living and nurturing democracy 
and pursuing the struggle for 
peace. 

He noted such rumours found 
their way to some people who 
have vested interests in spreading 
such rumours. 

He called on the media to play 
a major role in informing people 
and empowering them to counter 
such rumours and to encourage 
them to shoulder their responsi- 
bility in safeguarding the coun- 
try's security and stability. 

Answering a question about 


the crime that took place in Jabal 
Al Hussein, about two weeks ago 
which claimed the lives of five 
people, the PSD director said this 
crime has its own privacy and 
therefore the PSD has not yet 
published or released any in- 
formation on it in order not to 
interrupt the interrogation pro- 
cess. He added that the rumours 
and gossip surrounding the crime 
are in fact an invalid anaylsis. 
noting that the crime had its roots 
aroad. 

He accused foreign parties of 
trying to suspect the ability of the 
security forces in a bid to create a 
gap between the citizens and 
national institutions. 

On the narcotics problem in 
Jordan, the director said, "Jor- 
dan is neither a producing nor a 
consumer country of narcotics.” 
However, he said, Jordan, in 
view of its geographic location, 
serves as a transit road for the 
trafficking of narcotics to con- 
sumer countries. He attributed 
the increase in trafficking narco- 
tics to the low price of such 
material in the producing coun- 
tries and the high prices in the 
consumer countries. He pointed 
out that the PSD teams last year 
seized 5.210 kilogrammes of 
hashish, in addition to heroin, 
opium and othe narcotic pills. 


Environmental delegation leaves for Japan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan's de- 
legation to the working group on 
the environment meetings, sche- 
duled to open in Tokyo on May 
18, is on its way to the Japanese 
.capital. 

The head of the Jordanian de- 
legation to the meeting plans to 
submit a comprehensive working 
paper outlining the various 
environment-related problems 
facing the Kingdom, resulting 


from the Middle East problem. 

An is Muasher said in a pre- 
departure statement that the de- 
legation will urge the world com- 
munity to shoulder its responsibi- 
lities and redress the situation so 
that the Middle East region can 
once again enjoy peace and 
security. 

Dr. Muasher, who is also presi- 
dent of the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature (RSCN), 


is leading a delegation comprising 
three members from the Pons 
Corporation, the RSCN and the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation. 

A just solution to the environ- 
mental issues of the Middle East 
region is bound to contribute to 
the establishment of a durable 
peace in implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338, said Dr. Muasher. 



& RO/RO TO & FROM AQABA 



* THE FREQUANCY OF: 

ONE CALL EVERY 13 DAYS 


* THE CONNECTION OF AQABA PORT WITH: 

BARCELONA, MARSEILLES, LASPEZ1A, GENOA, NAPOLI, MALTA, 
JEDDAH, PORT SUDAN, ASSAB, MASSAWA, HODEIDAH, ETHIO- 
PIA, DJIBOUTE, DUBAI, KUWAIT, DAMMAM, KARACHI, BOMBAY, 
TRIPOLI, BENGHAZI, ALGIERS, LAGOS, MOMBASA AND DAR 
ESSALAM. 

* THE NEXT CALL IS: 

M/V M ASKANIA " V. 57 E. T. A. AQABA 25. 5. 92. 

* FOR YOUR CARGO BOOKING PLS APPLY TO: 



MALTRANS SHIPPING AGENCIES. 


SHIP AGENCY, HUSBUNDARY SERVICES. C. CLEARANCE, 
AR1FREIGHT, OVERLAND TRANSPORT, AND INTERNATIONAL 
FREIGHT FORWARDERS. 


{ 


TEL 666085 / 663914 / 668656 FAX. 665721 TLX. 21043 / 22067 
QUEEN ALIA SRT. MALTRANS BUILDING - AMMAN - JORDAN 
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Obligations of 194 


BEHIND ISRAEL’S refusal to deal with Palestinians from 
the diaspora in two areas of the multilateral peace talks, 
namely the Brussels and Ottawa meetings on regional 
economic and refugee issues, is its absurd insistence that 
there are two Palestinian peoples, not one, for the purpose 
of talking with them. Obviously .from its untenable point of 
view, Israel has physically removed the Palestinians in enk 
from the equation by driving them away from their homes 
and keeping them out in spite of an the international 
resolutions railing on Israel to allow and facilitate their 
repatriation. Israeli leaders must have figured that the only 
Palestinians that they may communicate with are those with 
whom they are “stuck” in the occupied territories. It is no 
surprise therefore that Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
government vehemently rejects U.N. General Assembly 
resolution 194 which accorded Pales tinians that lied their 
homeland in Palestine the right to return or entitled them to 
fair compensation depending on their own free will. The 
exercise of this right, according to Shamir’s estimation, 
would once again make tbe Palestinians one rather than two 
as iCTael wishes then to be. S mall wonder then that both tbe 
Liknd and Labour parties in Israel have worked so 
feverishly to create a separate Palestinian leadership in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip as a way to reinforce the 
proposition that the Palestinians and their leader$hq> 
outside the occupied territories are different from the 
Palestinians and their leadership inside. 

Whether Shamir and his Labour counterpart Yitzhak 
Rabin, who also joined the Israeli chorns opposing resold- , 
tion 194, accept that resolution is not the issue. UJN. 
resolutions continue to apply irrespective of what one or 
more parties affected by it think. To see it differently 
a mockery of the entire U.N. system its decisions 
especially at a time when there is a growing inter national 
consensus that the international organisation needs to be 
strengthened rather than weakened. Israeli jurists also must 
comprehend that over and above the relevant U.N. resolu- 
tions on the subject of the right of return or compensation, 
there is always the customary international law on the 
subject especially the part embodied in various international 
human rights instruments that Israel has ratified. There is 
no way that Shamir and Rabin can get away with their 
illegal and immoral thesis that tbe Palestinians have no right 
to retain to the homes that they had left behind. To contend 
otherwise would be such an outrageous breach of interna- 
tional law and U.N. resolutions that would irrevocably 
undermine international legitimacy. 

Washington and its backers in the new international 
order are duty-bound therefore to stay on course and 
remain faithful to their commitments to U.N. resolutions 
which they had supported in the past To do otherwise 
would also undermine their credibility and standing at a 
critical juncture in the development of the new world order. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RAT Arabic daily commented on King Hussein's visit to the 
Netherlands, noting that it was one more link in a long series of 
efforts by the monarch to strengthen further the relations between 
Jordan and the European countries. The King's address to an 
international gathering in the Hague was aimed at presenting the 
bright image of Jordan to the outside world and winning friends 
that can help bring about peace to the Middle East region, noted 
the paper. There is no doubt that the overwhelming welcome and 
hospitality accorded to the King in the Hague was a reflection of 
the deep appreciation of Jordan's endeavours ro the social, 
economic and political fields and a manifestation of the genuine 
friendship which binds Jordan with the European nations, the 
paper continued. The visit is bound to open new avenues for more 
trade and better understanding of Arab affairs and can bolster 
economic ties Jordan seeks to establish with tbe European 
Community, the paper added. The European leaders realise that 
the King is continuing relentless efforts worldwide to achieve 
peace based on justice in the Middle East said the paper, and 
there is great hope that the Europeans will extend a helping hand 
to Jordan and give further impetus to the peace process to help 
the Middle East enjoy stability and security, it added. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily attacked oil-rich Arab 
countries which he said had closed their doors in the face of Arab 
workers and their borders with Arab states and opened them for 
the Americans and Western nations. Tareq Masarweh noted that 
the oii-rich states have this year concluded contracts to buy 21 
billion worth of American weapons only to please the West 
because they have nobody to use these weapons against. The 
writer said that these oii-rich states will not fight Iraq because they 
have secure the alliance of the West to Fight for them. They will 
not fight Iran because they have no interest or power to do that, 
nor will they fight Israel which is a Mend of the American who are 
friends of the oil-rich states. According to the writer, these 
oil-rich states have been flooding the markets with cheap oil in 
order to help stimulate the weak American economy and to do 
harm to the other oil nations and third world countries in general. 
The writer said that the oil-rich states , of the Arab World are 
doing a favour to the Americans and their allies in the West and 
Israel in particularly by shutting off Arab workers and linking 
their economies with the West. 


King: Between people and government there exists 
asocial contract grounded in consent and mutual trust 

There is a need throughout the region for legitimate constitutional 
regimes • The international community shquld address the problems 
of the Middle East in a balanced manlier • Democracy and 
respect for human rights must be strengthened 


Following is His Majesty King Hussein's address delivered at the 
world forum of businessmen and economists in die Hague. 


Your Ex ce l l en cy, ernments has increased. Id fact in 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the area of weapons proliferation 

tbe liiniting factor to their ac- 

, , . „ quisitiCm appears to be in the 

IT IS my pleasure and privilege to finpu r fc d domain, while govern- 
ed dress th is -dis tinguished com- merits requiring weapons for their 
pany of statesmen, stateswomen, legitimate national self-defence 


subjected to further alienations difficult to indicate a p re ference, 
and fragmentation, its resources between inaction and the wrong 
still further depleted, movements ‘action. 


IT IS my pleasure and privilege to 
address this distinguished com- 


thinkere, men and women of vast ^ often unable to do so. Econo- 
experience and universal vision. I growth in some parts of the 
take this honour to be one ^ accompanied by the des- 

accordcd not only to myself, but mnt ^ poverty and hunger in 
also to the people of Jordan, and othere, and the gap between the 
to the greater Arab Nation to rich and the poor widens, 
which I am proud to belong. It 

was from this nation that our haihies Gentlemen, 
Prophet Mohammad delivered 

the Almighty’s message: “Man - 1 WITHIN THIS complex 
kind! We created you from a framework of international rela- 


single pair, of a male and a 
female, and made you into na- 
tions and tribes, that ye may 
know each other. Verily die most 
honoured of you in the sight of 
God is the most righteous of 
you." 

Jordan is a member of that 
nation and its long history which 
has contributed significantly to all 
branches of knowledge and wis- 
dom. Though today it is a part of 
a region suffering from turmoil 
and strife, Jordan has never lost 
the sense of belonging to the 
community of the world, has nev- 
er looked inwards, or taken re- 
fuge in isolation. We are open to 


tionships, the Middle East, of 
which the Arab World is a major 
dement, constitutes its own 
microcosm of conflicts and con- 
tradictions. The political and so- 
cial unity of onr life within one 
state was shattered by the frag- 
mentation imposed on us by two 
others. The alienation of impor- 
tant parts of onr national territor- 
ies to non-Arab states conflicted 
with the legitimate aspirations of 
the Arabs to complete sovereign- 
ty and unity. The emergence of 
regimes with differing outlooks 
and opposing external engage- 
ments prevented serious move- 
ment towards unification, im- 


to wards democracy and soeqd 
emancipation stifled, and extrem- 
ism in all its forms encouraged? 

To answer these questions we 
must look first at the significance 
and scope of what is happe nin g in 
the world today. There is a wide- 
spread feeling that we are on tbe 
threshold of a new era. The ad- 
vent of a “new world jrrde r" has 
been officiously announced in 
some capitals. The name seems to 
have been thought of first, and 
the substance left yet to be de- 
fined. 

Of the fact that there are great 
changes taking place in many 
parts of the world there is no 
doubt. Bi-polarism no longer reg- 
ulates the balancing mechanism 
of inter-state relations: The 
movement towardseconomic and 
political integration is gathering 
momentum in Western Europe, 
while Eastern Europe moves to- 
wards greater political and econo- 
mic deregulation and fragmenta- 
tion. In the former Soviet Union, 
nationalist and ethnic forces have 
been released with consequences 


• A cynical view of the world 
today was expressed by an Italian 
thinker, when he wrote: “The old 
is dying and tbe new is not yet 
born. In the mter-regnum a great 
variety of morbid symptoms 
appear.” (Antonio Gramsd). 

I do not wish to leave yon with 
tbe impression that T am pessimis- 
tic about tbe future of the Middle 
East, or of Jordan in particular. 
In spite of the internal and exter- 
nal factors which have created the 
climate of turmoil and insecurity 
in which we live; in spite of the 
uprooting and dispersion of mil- 
lions of oiir people; the loss of 
properties, livelihoods, and life 
itself; in spite of tbe sudden influx 
of refugees, returnees and state- 
less persons into onr small coun-. 
try which has taken place three 
times in forty five years; in spite 
of all this. Jordan has been able 
to establish ’and to maintain all 
the characteristics of a modem 
and dvflised state. It provides for 
all who live on its soil without 
discri minat ion the services which 
the dtizea expects, or hopes, to 


men and women; freedom to 
form political parties, and free- 
dom of speech and the press; a 
government responsible to the 
elected representatives of the 
people; an independent judiciary; 


Today tbe Arab peoples of the 
hfiddle East are suffering from 
frustration and despair. The frag- 
mentation imposed orubdr terri- 
tories by the post- 1918 settle- 
ments did not disappear once 


defines the rights and the respon- 
sibilities of g o v e rno r s and gov- 
erned. I am prond to say that this 
Jordanian initiative is u n ique in 
our region, and hopefully will 
provide an example and an incen- 
tive for other countries to follow. 

We in Jordan, however, do not* 
live in isolation from our fellow 
Arabs aqd neighbours. We can- 
not disassociate ourselves from 
events beyond our frontiers, nor 
ignore external currents of 
thought. We share in all the 
sorrows and frustrations of the 
Arab peoples; as we do in then- 
hopes and longings. There is now 
in our region a general wish to 
regain the sense of a common 
identity, and to translate it into 
new political realities, and into a 


which are not yet dear. The .receive from his government. It 


all the currents of modem ' peded the establishment of demo- 
thought, and welcome everything era tic institutions and values, fos- 
in modem civilisation and culture tered tbe growth of autocracy, 
which is serious and sane. * curtailed the exercise of human 

For the past 39 years, I have rights, and discouraged the 


shouldered die responsibilities of 
leadership m a country in whose 
modern history are reflected all 
the complexities of tbe modern 
world. My personal experiences 
have given me a vision of what is, 
and what might be, in the Middle 
East which I would like to share 
with you. 


creativity of the individual 
citizen. 

In short, our region has suf- 
fered from the combination of tbe 
interventions and pressures of the 
outside world with the inner 
weaknesses and conflicts of its 
political and social structures. We 
have neither been able to enjoy 


fragmentation of a great mono- 
lithic state and of smaller ones 
such as Yugoslavia is taking place 
at the Mm>i time as scientific and 
technological progress is rapidly 
abolishing the barriers and dis- 
tances between all regions. It is 
now possible for satellite com- 
munications to reach any corner 
of the globe regardless of national 
or state boundaries. This new- 
found global unity is also creating 
a new global rivalry between lan- 
guages and cultures to dominate 
file minds and hearts of men, 
women and children. 


provides education, social ser- 
vices, communications, water, 
electricity; it maintains an effi- 
cient but not oppressive adminis- 
tration; it has created and safe- 
guards a climate of freedom and 
tolerance in which tbe individual 
citizen may exercise his fun- 
damental human rights. Between 
people and government there ex-' 
Hts in Jordan a social contract 
grounded in consent and -mutual 
trust. 

It is this social and • political 
dimate which has enabled us to 
launch a new experiment in 


tbe human and natural resources 
of our peoples. In tbe first quar- 
ter of the twentieth century it was 
my great grandfather, Sharif Hus- 
sein Ben Ali, who, with other 
leaders inspired by die same 
ideals, launched the Great Arab 
Revolution. It was his son, -later 
King Faisal the Fust of Iraq, who 


stood up at the Versailles confer-; 5 ^^ regimes that respect 

mdividuaidtLm’s righto 


mate rights of the Arab people to 
unity and sovereignty; rights 
which were promised to his 
father, but never implemented. 


I feel it m y right, and my duty, SECOlSODrThe international com- 
**? SfSL bC 5 . rC numty should address the prob-, 


We live today in a world beset” tbe benefits of unification and 


with contradictions. The trend 
towards greater unity and inter- 
dependence among states is coun- 
terbalanced by increasing frag- 
mentation and inequality be- 
tween peoples. The decline of the 


genuine regional cooperation, 
nor to .reach understanding and 
accommodation with the rest of 
the world. 

The question we ask ourselves, 
therefore, is “where are we 


influence of ideologies is offset by going?" And. “How will the 
the growth of nationalistic and' dramatic changes now taking 


ethnic sentiments. While the dan- 
gers of war between nations have 
diminished strife within nations 1 
has increased. The end of the 
cold war and of East-West con- 
frontation and the emergence of 
one dominant power has elimin- 
ated the fear of midear con- 
frontation, but the danger of the 
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction not only to govern- 
ments but to dangerous elements 


place in other areas affect ns?" 
Will these changes encouraged 
and promote the positive ele- 
ments in Our countries and 
societies, strengthen political and 
social freedom where- it exists, 
help it to emerge where it does 
not, foster relations between our 
region and the outside world, 
based not on commercial greed, 
or material exploitation, but on 
conditions of genuine partnership 


not even constrained by the res— and co mm itment to freedom and 
traints and responsibilities of gov- progress? Or will our region be 


It would be comforting if we-' democracy based on freedom and 
could believe that these changes* -responsibility: An elected pariia- 
are really leading to a “new worid-^-inent with equal voting rights for 
order" but to many of us in the 
Middle East it seems that these 
changes are changes in structure, 
not in ideas and values. The new 

world is still ordered by old ideas m 

and old leaderships. Tbe recent M 'fYlWl VYI'I' 

revival in the activities and initiit- V/ U 1111111 

tives of the United Nations does ^ m 

not seem yet to herald the vitally | Q/| ri/xill 

needed restructuring of tbe oiga- J.y“f vUUl^ 

nisation and its Security Council, . 
that would enhance its credibility 
and enable to assume a dynamic 

and balanced role and to apply the MULTILATERAL trito» in- 
identical standards of equity, jus- vofviug the Arabs, the braeGs-and 
tice, and even common-sense in other countries, together with the 
dealing with all conflicts. It is true restoration of the Dome eflfce Reck 

that the reasons for its former u* Jerusalem and a host of domes- 
paralysis have been removed, but he affairs were given prominence 
at the same time the dangers of week - 

nnhatanml rfoAcinm anil tmfii Tbe local daily A1 DuStOUT COUS- 

unbalanced decisions and irntia- ~ f ^ sit j ve ^ contractive 

tives have been increased. It is „„ bv rh* iimwi 


uished forum, the rights of the 
Arabs to freedom and sovereign- 
ty over all their lands, and to the 
frill utilisation of their natural 
resources for their own welfare 
and prosperity. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 
Commitment to Resolution 
194 could help peace process 

Reviewed by EHa Nasrallah 
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THE MULTILATERAL, talks in- 
volving the Arabs, the Israefis and 
other countries, together with the 
restoration of the Dome at the Rode 
in Jerusalem and a host of domes- 
tic affairs were given prommeace 
in tbe local press in the past week. 

Tbe local daily A1 Dustour cons- 
idered as positive and constructive 
an announcement by the United 
States that it was committed to 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 
194 concerning the r cpatiUti ou of 

tion. Tbe reiteration by Washing- 
ton is positive and of importance at 
this juncture and as it is coming 
from the most influential party in 
the peace process, said the daily. 

The paper said tbe American 
statement could give impetus to 
the peace process at the bilateral 
and tbe multilateral levels. 

According to Taher A! Udwan, 
.a columnist in A1 Ra’i daily, 
Washington’s announcement of a 
co mm it m ent to the 194 resolution 
is one thing and its work to force 
Israel to comply with the resolu- 
tion is something else. It should be 
noted, the writer said, that the 
United States has ordered the ya^ 

on retegeejf to i^fiaiii from discus- 
sing the Palestinians' “right of re- 
turn.” 

Sawt AJ Shaab Arabic daily said- 
rimt the U.S. administration h«w 
retreated from its position as de-. 
dared in the letters of assurances 
given to the Arab parties to tbe 
peace talks. It is Washington's 
refraining from interferrmg m the 
peace talks that has encouraged 
the Israelis to bold on to their 


mstratkm was exploiting the con- 
ference to please tbe Jews and the 
Zionist lobby. Tbe U.S. adminis- 
tration exploited the Guff catas- 
trophe to pre sam e the Arabs into 
attending the peace talks but it is 
now steering the course of the 
negotiations to serve its own pur- 
poses and ends, tbe writer noted. 

Muna Shuqair, a columnist in AJ 
Dustour, said that since Syria, 
Lebanon and Israel are not rakfag 
part in the multOaierals and since 


being excluded from the meetings 
there is no need for such talks. The 
writer said that many other coun- 
tries like Iran and Iraq which 
should have been involved in dis- 
cussions concerning the Middle 
East region and its future have 
been left out and so there can be 
no real progress in such meetings 
in which the essential parties are 
not taking part. 
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intransigent potation ami refuse to 
take part in die multilateral talks, 
anil tfi#. paper. 

The United States decision 'to 
support Israel by mat slowing 
M r rfulwi from the d ia spora to 
take part in the m n Hflatwa l nego- 
tiations over the question of re- 
fugees should prompt the Arab 
parties, particularly the Palesti- 
nians to withdraw from the talks, 
said Tareq Masarweh in Al Ra*i 
daily. The writer said that tbe 
Arabs should also boycott - the 
other working group meetings if 
they find that such meetings do not 
cater to the right* of all the P&iesti-i 
mans. j 

Commenting on a statement by 
U.S. Secretary of State James Bak-> 
er to a Jewish organisation meeting 
m tiie United Stales in which be 
said that Washington woiild pre- 
vent any talk about the Palesti- 
nians’ right of return kt the multi- 
lateral negotiations in Ottawa, 

Fakhri Saleh, a columnist in Al 
■Dustour, said that the U.S. admi- 


4 resolution _g*ferring to the question of rra- 
3 ck to force taring the Dow ct the Rock m 
the resolu- j en P al ” n » f Al Ral dally said that 
It s ho v kl be Jo™an has a traditional and reli- 
d that the P 0 ® 5 “d resp on si b ility to- 
ned the va^ wards caring for the holy places of 

twa meeting ■ , 

from 'discus- King HusaeuTs order that the 

‘right of re- restoranou should start immediate- 
ly and his personal donation to- 
ic daily said aanta the project were only a 
rtratioa has ramufestanon of the Kingdom’s 
ition as de-. cop turned commitment towards. 

[ assurances safeguarduig the holy shrines the 
rties to tbe 

Washington’s 5aw t Al Shaab daily said that it 

rring m rt*» *“* fal ®*8 n organisations 

encouraged and countries are working behind 
ni to their die scx«e wishing to involve them- 

wmm me wmmnm m»n Tail _ - 


selves: into Islamic affairs in gener- 
al and tbe boly places in Jerusalem 
in particular. Tbe paper said that 
Islamic organisations have the 
light to contribute to tbe project 
off er donations to tbe «p«-fa| 
committee charged with handlms' 
the t ask, but, n said, that any 
f»tnbutions should pass through' 
Jordan, which has been in charge 
of the committee and its woii over 
the past five 

^hmoud Al Rimawi, 'a ool- 
who writes for Al Ra’i, said 
JSjW* more to restore ttel 
Dome of tbe Rock came In reply to' 
loners continued settlement prog- 
rammes as wdl as a display of 
Joraan ’8 continued coaanitmcm 

toa^ holy pbees, ^ 

smd thy the Israelis bad been 
^crating the holy shrines be- 
mgnu so tbe Christmas at the- 

UnrA of the Holy Sepulchre and 

djeDome and Al Aqsa mosque 

S? 1% ?’ mid hisSe 
duty of Madras and Christians to 
take steps and protect the boly 


shrines. 

Cohunnist George Haddad in Al 
Dustour commented on Sadaa’i 
endeavours to recoocSe flyria wltk 

Iraq, nothing that the project is 
feasible, especially as it is sup- 
ported by tbe Iraqi and Syrian 
governments. D is pos in g of the 
negative traces of the Gulf war,, 
which marred inter- Arab relations, 
the writer said, can bring about a 
restoration of pan-Arab solidarity 
at this important stage in Arab 
history, he noted. The writer said 
that there are numerous obstacles 
in the way of recoocfliation, but 
given goodwill and determination, 
all concerned parties can achieve 
their goals. 

His views were backed by Abdul 
Rahim Omar, a cohmtmst in Al 
Ra’i, who said that the time was 
not late for reconciling the two 
parties. The recent threats levelled 
against Syria, and Lebanon, the 
pitiable situation in the Arab 
World and the catastrophe 
the Iraqis in view of the blockade 
call for such reconciliation to take 
part as soon as possible, said the 
writer. 

Both 'Sawt al Shaab and Al 
Dustour dailies supported the- 
Sudanese leader’s efforts to bring 
about reconciliation between Iraq 
and Syria, noting that the time is 
tq>e fbr such endeavours in view of 
immense challenges facing the 
Arabs. 

A columnist in Al Ra*i daily 
tackled the question of cMgested 
Kboul bases, noting that die driv- 
ers have a serious responsibility m 
aspect as well as the school 

a tnrnrm traiKWK lam Mamkigh 
said that many school adminisCta- 
tiota are allowing students to be' 
crowded onto their buses aru ^ not 
mnployiag skillful or rcsponsiMe 
drivers to handle the job. The 
driven of school bases are not like 
those who drive trucks or taxi cabs, 
tat rather are persons who should 
be carefully cfaoseo for tins ieriow 
task, de m an d ed the writer. 

Another oohmntjgt in Al Ra*i 
“*cd that schools in Jordan me 
^wi tnessing tf fcc ho ri i t stnrisg to 
bcathig of students to hare their 
jay And to cany oat their duly. 
Badr Abdul Hsq said that he 
Imows of a case involving 'a student 
who hates school and tnesto avoid 1 
frieodance because one of tbe 
teachers resorts to htia far 
w>y reason. The writer said that 
’Other teachers have been reported 




and a “national charter" formu-- national governments replaced 
lated by national consensus winch foreign rule. Where once they 


circulated freely between Cairo, 
Damascus, Baghdad, Beirut, 
Amman , Riyadh, and Sanaa, 
they now most obtain visas which 
in some instances are indiscrimi- 
nately refused. The Arab 
League, winch we had hoped 
would unite the Arab govern- 
ments in common policies, has 
become the reflection of their 
division. 

We must recognise our weak- 
nesses and not blame them en- 
tirely on the outside world. But at 
the same time we feel that it is 
our right that the world, and 
.especially the Western world, 
should understand onr problems 
and sympathise with our Aspira- 
tions. The relationship we wish to 
establish with your gover nm ents 


greater degree of integration of and peoples is one based on 


cooperation not coercion; on jus- 
tice not domination; on equality 
not dependency. 

The foundations of a genuinely 
new and better order in tbe Mid- 
dle East, in my vision, most rise 
on a number of pillais.' 
FHtST:There is a need through- 
out the region for legitimate coo- 


enjoy freedom of belief and ex- 
pression, and which assure the 
welfare and safety of the com- 
munity. 


lems of the Middle East in a 
balanced and even-handed man- 
ner; it should avqjd actions and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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late to school or fefl to attend 
jjtoses. He noted that beating of 
toe, s tudents is continuing, and 
.agai n st all rales and regriatioua. 
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There exists in Jordan a contract based on consent and trust 
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(Continued from page 4) 

policies which create new - prob- 
lems or aggravate old ones; it 
should base its deadens on the 
same principles it supports in 
other regions. It should not bend 
international law to serve some 
intere sts at the expense of others. 
TEEDUhTbe right of. the peoples 
of the region to utilise their re- 
sources for their own economic, 
and social development should be 
respected, and regional coopera- 
tion and integration encouraged. 
FOURTH: pemocracy and re- 
spect for human rights in the 


region most be strengthened. It is 
sad when we see some quarters in 
the Western world indifferent to 
these issues when they believe 
their interests are at stake. Si- 
lence in the face of injustice or 
oppression is a form of com- 
plicity. 

FIFTH :The opportunities for 
education and access to caftme 
should be available to all. The 
diffusion Of infor matio n is an 
inseparable element of seif -deter- 
mination and self-realisation, and’ 
die exercise of freedom. And the 
acquisition of scientific and tech- 


nological know-how is both a 
right and a condition of social 
progress which most be pro- 
tected. 

Sn^fforts to free the entire area 
from weapons of mass destruc- 
tion of all kinds should be strong- 
ly supported, and security 
arrangements to meet the red 
needs of the region should 3 be 
created. Such security arrange- 
ments will reduce existing region- 
al tensions, build international 
confidence, and reflect favour- 
ably on efforts to solve regional 


problems: among these the Arab- 
Israeli conflict is the most impor- 
tant. It is the root-cause of re- 
gional instability. Once Palesti- 
nian national rights are restored 
on Palestinian soil; once a com- 
prehensive Arab-Israeh peace 
based on justice is established; 
once Jerusalem the Holy CSty 
becomes the symbol and essence 
of peace between the followers of 
the three great monotheistic reli- 
gions in bur world; then such 
security arrangements will also 
save the governments of the area 
from wasteful and unnecessary 
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(C on t inued from page ]) 
1993. The total rescheduled Jorda- 
nian debts amount to $1.4 billioa, 

- be said. 

The rescheduling was over a 
period of IS to 20 years, be said, 
noting that in view of the growth of 
the Jordanian economy the actual 
effect of the payment, when made, 
would be around one third of the 
hnp«<* that h would have if the 
payments were made now. 

— Jordan has paid SO per cetu of 
the interest due on the debt due 
between mid-1991 and mid-1993 
and the other SO per cent was 
rescheduled. There was no 1 “write- 
off" of any interest, he stressed. 

— Jordan hopes to secure a 
rescheduling agreement with its 

- commercial creditors grouped in 
. the London Chib, including debt 
_ conversions into investments and 

bonds as well as debt buy-backs 
' and debt forgiveness. 

In separate comments he mad* 
to the Jordan Times Friday, Dr. 
Nabuisi said Jordan bad rejected a 
draft agreement which it received 
from the London Qub following 
talks in early March. “We found 
the agreement was u n acceptable." 
Ik said. "We are now awaiting a 
new draft accord from them." 

Although Dr. Nabuisi did not 
elaborate on what was found un- 
acceptable, bis comments to the 
editors on Thursday indicated that 
the draft accord fell short of some 
of Jordan's expectations and objec- 
tives. 

"We are trying to reschedule the 
London Club debts in the next few 
months on a new basis that en nuis . 
debt-refief and the possibility of ' 
buying back and converting part of 
the debts into 'government bonds* 
and investements in the local cur- 
rency." 

"The Kingdom remains hopeful 
that in addition to getting debt 

- relief it would be successful Jo 
rescheduling all its foreign obtiga* 1 - 

. tioos by 1995-1996 in addition to 
jjayinp all interest dne on them." 

Dr. Nabuisi dkdoced that Jor- 
dan had already "bought back" 
part of its commensal debts at one 
third face value. He dk^not pro- 
vide figures, but the total commer- 
cial debts of the Kingdom stood at 
about SI.4 billion at (he end of 
1991. 

— There is no plan or need to 
devalue the Jordanian dinar. The 
present exc h a n ge rate of the dinar 
is “realistic, stable and compatible 
with the national economic 
. growth." 

An IMF delegation which visited 
Jordan recently testified to the 
jtfabifiiy of the dinar, be said. 

- The CBJ governor noted that 
'the dinar maintained its stabil- 
ity for the past 30 months and this 
in itself is commended by interna- 
tional circles. 

• He .also pointed ou r die 
foreign exchange reserves of Jor- 
dan had grown beyond the level of 
force years ago, when "they were 
$300 million in the red and when 
die assets of the banking system 
pete not more than $1 bQfion." He 
compared these figures with die 
present foreign exchange reserves 
ef about $910 tmUkm — excluding 
&otd and 35 per cent mandatory _ 
deposits of commercial banks at 
die CBJ — and the net assets of the 
banking system valued at more 
than $4.2 billion. 

— The CBJ will soon issue new 
bank notes as a routine me asu re * 


against counterfeiting. No new de- 
nominations are planned. 

— Dr. Nabuisi said several govern- 
ment institutions — be named the 
Water Authority as an example — 
were not carrying om cost-effective 
operations and were strftferiiig los- 
ses as a result implying that he 
favoured privatisation of at least 
some of them. 

— In view of the economic 
problems facing the country as a 
wholel “pockets of poverty" have 
turned to "sacks of poverty,” be 
. said. However, he added, the IMF 
programme could not be Mamed 
for the situation since it had very 
fitde to do with poverty in Jordan. 

"The IMF programme is aimed 
solely at achieving economic and 
financial stability." be stressed. 
"In genera] IMF programmes have 
nothing to do with increasing ynri 
decreasing poverty or wealth. Ir 
depends on the concerned govern- 
ment’s Way of implementing the 
programme." 

Dr. Nabuisi conceded that credit 
expansion was an area where de- 
bate was legitimate, especially 
when taking into consideration 
tint commercial bank cre di ts in the 
first three months of 1992 appear 
to be ev eeediwg a ceiling set under 
tite IMF programme -and ther e fore 
the CBJ had to adopt a "credit 
rationalisation” policy. 

Credits extended by commercial 
banks in the .first quarter of 1992 
e x c eeded JD 167 million, whereas 
the IMF-inspired ceiling was 
JD 200 millioQ for the private sec- 
tor and $95 million for the public 
sector for the entire year, he 
noted. About JD 10 nuDioa were 
granted in ApriL 
If this trend is to continue for the 
rest of the year, then Jordan would 
not be able to remain within the 
Ihnitations set by the IMF and 
therefore unable to secure an IMF 
green light which is an inevitable 
pail of any debt rescheduling nego- 
tiations' with foreign c r ed i tors. 

The key urea affected by the, new 
policy, the CBJ' governor ex- 1 
plained, is "speculative activities 1 
such as stock market trading 
investments in real estate." 

However, be rated out a blanket 
ban on credit for such activities 
saying that the CBJ was only seek- 
ing “a controlled situation.” 

"Our bottom line is dear,” he 
-said. "The CRTs mission is to 
defend the stability of the Jorda- 
nian dinar and combat inflation. 
The CBJ is not legally concerned ] 
with the developments in the stock-- 
market. " 

Dr. Nabuisi, who took the helm 
of the CBJ in early 1989 when 
Jordan was in the throes of a deep' 
economic crisis , also commented 
on the general banking situation in 
Jordan. He said foie collapse of 
Petra Bank, which had to be taken 
over in 1989 by the government 
and supported by government 
fond* as a result, was severe blow 
to the economy. Petra Bank was 
ordered liquidated in April 1990, 
but not before the government 
pumped in more than S250 mSEou 
to meet the bank’s commitments to 
local depositors. The government 
also had to address the problems of 
the bank’s employees, which posed 
an additional burden. 

The CBJ governor struck 
another positive note saying die 
new legislation which allows noo- 
banldng money-changer? to oper- 
ate in the country after a three- 
year absence was highly positive. 


(Confirmed from page 1) 


install for direct contact with 
Syria in order to avert war by 
miscalculation, and an exchange 
of data on current arse nals and 
future weapons purchase plans. 

The prospect for success was 
not immediately dear. Syria, for 
instance, boycotted the State De- 
partment talks attended by 21 
nations including the two spon- 
sors, the United States and Rus- 
sia. 

But Egypt and Israel reported- 
ly showed strong interest in fol- 
lowing the path that was taken by 
the United States and die Soviet 
Union in adopting me a sures to 
reduce nuclear tension during die 
cold war. 

The American hosts, setting a 
slow tempo, conducted the meet- 
ings in seminar form. For inst- 
ance, they traced the steps the 


United-States and the Soviet Un- 
ion took to establish mutual trust 
during the cold war, including a 
24-hour-a-day computer link be- 
tween Washington and Moscow. 

Two senior U.S. officials said 
at the end that while there were 
no agreements, there were no 
polemics either and Arabs and 
Israelis agreed to set a date for 
the next, more practical round at 
the end of the month in Lisbon, 
Portugal. It will be held "sooner 
rather than later," said one of the 
two officials. 

"There wasn't a place on the 
agenda to make proposals," the 
official said of the discussion. 
“This was a seminar. We were 
not tabling proposals." 

The talks were chaired by De- 
nnis Ross, head of the State 
Department's policy planning - 
staff, and Richard A. Clarke, 
assistant secretary for politico- 
military affairs. 


expenditures on arms which serve 
no purpose useful to their peo- 
ples, which divert funds from 
development, and which endan- 
ger the collective stability of the 
area, and of the world. 

SEVEN: The problems of secur- 
ity, development, and human 
rights fosm one indivisible whole, 
an integrated vision of bow they 
may all be collectively faced 
should replace efforts to separate 
them, or to favour one at the 
expense of others. 

E3GHT:Thc establishment of a 
healthy stable Middle order 
-requires the establishment of a 
similar order in hs major compo- 
; nent, the Arab World. Our re- 
gion cannot achieve stability and 
I progress while divisions among 
most of its states are rife, and 
, white their peoples suffer frustra- 


tion, despair and angeT. The 
causes of these feelings, whether 
due to represrion from within or 
domination from without, should 
be addressed, and redressed. 

To sum up my virion of what 
the Middle East should and could 
be: It would be a region where 
the insecure would feel secure; 
the victim of injustice would find 
redressment and compensation; 
the hungry would be fed; the 
ignorant would be ^located: toe 
Arab people would again play a 
role in the march of history; their 
causes would receive just recogni- 
tion and support from the rest of 
the world; they wonld be helped 
to put behind diem Utter memor- 
ies from the past, and to look to a 
happy future. 

In the nearly forty years in 
which I have bad the responsibil- 
ity of leading the people of Jor- 


dan I have tried to make of our 
small country a microcosm of 
what I would wish for all the 
Arab countries. It is not the size 
of a country which is important, 
but the greatness of its thoughts. 
In Jordan we do not condone 
extremism or encourage fanatic- 
ism. We do not believe in war as 
an instrument of policy. Our be- 
lief in liberty is an echo from toe 
past of toe words of toe Caliph 
Omar Ben Al Khattab: “How 
dare you enslave people who are 
born free." In the divirion be- 
tween those who struggle for 
freedom, independence and 
democracy, and those who sup- 
port oppression, domination, and 
autocracy, we have found 
ourselves since the outset defend- 
ing toe camp of freedom. Oqr 
virion of the world is not based on 
the balance of power, nuclear 


deterrents, the exploitation of the 
weak by the strong or the poor by 
the rich; it is a vision of toe 
association of free peoples 
mutually respecting each others' 
interests, and cooperating for toe 
good of all. 

It is my hope, and I am sura I 
will not be disappointed, that my 
thoughts will find a response 
among peoples and among states- 
men and thinkers such as 
yourselves who. share toe same 
ideals. We in Jordan consider 
ouisclves a link in a chain of 
history which extends far back 
into the past, and looks far for- 
ward into the future. It is of our 
children, and their children, and 
your children, and the children of 
the whole world, that we must 
think, and work to build for them 
a better world than toe one we 
live in today. 
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JAKARTA M 

Inch by inch we are covering the world 

Jakarta, a place where natural beauty and rich heritage blend 
together. Royal Jordanian invites you to experience the magic 
of Indonesia’s 13000 Islands. Effective from June 18, we will 
serve you with direct flights from Amman to Jakarta as per the 
following schedule : . 

Day Depart Arrive 

Amman Thr. & Sun. 10 : 45 p.m. 02 : 50 p-m. * 

Jakarta Mon. & Fri. 10 ; 00 p.m. 06 ; 00 ajn. * 

* next day arrival 

For your comfort and convenience Royal Jordanian is 
expanding its route map yet to another Far Eastern destination, 
providing you with greater flexibility to onward connections. 

For more information and reservations please contact your travel agent 
or Royal Jordanian offices. 

RDYALJORDAN IAN 
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America 3 takes com man d i ng 
3-1 lead over Italians 


SAN DIEGO (R) — America3 
drove across the finish line one 
minute, four seconds ahead of 
Italy's II Moro Di Venezia to take 
a commanding 3-1 lead in the 
best-of-seven America's Cup 
finals. 

“Don't look back, buddy," 
syndicate chief Bill Koch shouted 
to his number one helmsman. 
Buddy Melges, in the home 
stretch, and the Americans never 
did, increasing their lead on the 
downwind final leg to the biggest 
of the race. 

America3 needs only one more 
victory to successfully defend the 
cup for the San Diego Yacht Qub 
while the Italians need three in a 
row to take it away, putting them 
right where they were — with 
their backs against the wall — in 
their challenger finals with New 
Zealand. 

The Americans had a near dis- 
aster at the sixth mark when 
grinder Peter Fennelly almost 
bad his leg taken off by a rope, a 
jib sheet, that twisted around him 
as it was being wound in. Bow- 
man Jerry Kirby jumped over the 
side into the slack sail trailing in 
the water, freed Fennelly and 
saved the race. 

At the fifth mark, the 


America3 mast nearly broke 
when the gennaker, or headsail, 
filled early, before the crew could 
tighten the guy rope controlling 
the top of the mast. 

Only on one leg did the Ita- 
lians, led by American profes- 
sional skipper Paul Cayard, cut 
into America3's lead. That was 
on the upwind third leg, when the 
winch; fell from a high of 12 knots 
to eight, favouring H Moro during 
a tacking duel to trim 20 seconds 
from the lead. 

But on the short crosswind legs 
that followed, America3 added 
three, two and two more seconds 
for a net of seven, added two 
more on the upwind seventh, 
then rode down the wind to 
widen their margin by 28 seconds, 
finishing in two hours 30 minutes 
47 seconds. 

The final margin was not quite 
as dramatic as Tuesday's one 
minute 58 second difference but it 
was as convincing, since it did not 
see the major mistakes Cayard 
admitted to in race three — mis- 
judging the weather and so 
choosing the wrong side, and 
failing to engage America3 right 
away. 

America3 start specialist David 


Olympic flame will be 
lit by Spanish archer 


BARCELONA (Agencies) — A , 
burning arrow shot by a Spanish 
archer will ignite the Olympic 
flame at this summer's Barcelona 
Games — assuming, of course, 
that it hits the target. 

The archer, who has not yet 
been chosen, will launch the fiery 
arrow from a stage 35 metres 
away toward a cauldron atop the 
stadium. The arrow will be lit by 
the Olympic torch. 

If the archer's aim is good, his 
arrow will ignite a gas burner 
feeding the flame during the July 
25-Aug. 9 games. Organisers 
have not announced what would 
happerfif the archer’s aim is bad. 

The flame usually is lit by a 
famous athlete, such as 1960 de- 
cathlon champion Rafer Johnson 
at die 1984 Los Angeles Games.; 
who ignites the massive fire 
directly with the Olympic torch. 

But an Olympic organiser said 
Thursday the honour at this sum- 
mer’s opening ceremonies' will go 
to ore of four Spanish archers still 
trying out for the job. 

“We want to establish a series 
of firsts in these Olympics,” said 
Arm and Caivo, deputy director 
general of operations for the Bar- 
celona Olympic Organising Com- 
mittee (COOB). “1 guess others 
will copy, us in the future.” 

The lighting of the flame will 
occur halfway through the open- 
ing ceremonies on the night of 
July 25. It will be the culmination 
of a seven-week journey for the 
Olympic torch, which will be 
ignited by the sun June 5 in 
Olympic, Greece. 

The torch will be taken by sea 
to the Spanish coastal village of 
Empuries, about 120 kilometres 
north of Barcelona, on June 13. 
Then it will begin a trip around 
Spain, arriving in Barcelona on 
July 24. 

Organisers have not revealed 
who will nm the final leg of the 
relay, bringing the torch into the 
stadium to light the arrow. 

It will not be necessary for the 
archer to put bis arrow into the 
cauldron. There will be enough 
gas in an area 2 metres above the 
cauldron for ignition. Since the 
cauldron is 3 metres wide, that 
gives the archer a target of 6 
square metres. 

One of the four finalists is 
disabled archer Antonio Rebollo, 


a bronze medalist in archery at 
the 1988 Seoul Paralympics. The 
36-year-old Madrid cabinetmak- 
er, whose legs are crippled by 
childhood polio, told the Barcelo- 
na newspaper El Periodic© there 
is no reason to worry about the 
arrow missing its mark. 

“It's a surefire shot,” he said. 

Just in case, El Periodico re- 
ported, police will cordon off an 
area outside the stadium around 
the cauldron. 

Anita Defrantz, a former U.S . 1 
Olympic rower and now a mem- 
ber of the International Olympic 
Committee, said the important 
thing is that the ceremony pro- 
vides a memorable moment for 
the athletes. 

“It doesn’t matter hoW it's 
done, as long as it's a moment 
that stands out,” said Defrantz, 
in Barcelona to tour Olympic 
facilities. “It’s bow you remem- 
ber the moment that matters the 
most — and if the archer misses 
they’ll really remember that.” 

Meanwhile a Greek govern- 
ment official proposed Wednes- 
day that the Olympic Games 
should be permanently staged In 
ancient Olympia, where they first 
began in 776 BC. 

“The Olympics had their diffi- 
culties but survived. However, 
well-founded fears are still ex- 
pressed for their future and 
Greece has proposed Olympia as 
a permanent site for the Olympic 
Games,'’ Sports Under-Secretary 
Vassilis Papageorgopoulcs told 
the seventh conference of Euro- 
pean Sport Ministers in Rhodes, 
Greece. 

He said that if the games re- 
turned to their birthplace their 
future would be secured. 

The proposal was first made by 
Greek President Constantine 
KaiamanUs in 1979 but such a 
decision can be taken only by the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee. 

Thirty-two European coun- 
tries, including the recently rec- 
ognised states of Latvia, Estonia 
and Lithuania, were attending 
the three-day conference. 

The European Sports Charter 
provides a legal framework for 
the development of European 
sport while the code of ethics is 
directed primarily at children and 
raises the issue of fair play . 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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FINANCIAL TRANSACTION PAYS DIVIDEND 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦AK953 

? A J83 
0 10 5 2 

* A 

WEST EAST 

*6 4 Q J 10 7 2 

0 v K Q 10 

OKQ J9 8 744 A 
*J883 * K Q 10 7 

SOUTH 

• 84 

'397542 
0 63 
4 6 6 4 2 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

4 C- Dbl Pass 4 ? 

Pass Pass Dbl Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 0 
Many members of the now-de- 
funct Cavendish Chib have found a 
home at the Young Men’s Philan- 
thropic League in New York, once 
the residence of Cary Grant and 
Barbara Hutton. Among those who 
play there regularly is Jack Dreyfus, 
founder of the Dreyfus Fund, former 
cha irm an of the New York Racing 
Commission, a U-S- senior tenui s 
tittebokier mid philanthropist who 
now specializes is modi cal research. 
When Dreyfus picked up the, 


South yarborough. the last thing he 
expected was to find himself declar- 
er at a game contract. Luckily, 
North chose to double rather than 
bid the longer major— had Smith 
held nothing but long clubs, there 
might have been a disaster, but 
these are the problems that pre- 
empts cause. From the South hold- 
ing, East’s double was certainly not 
unexpected. 

West 'led the king of diamonds, 
and Dreyfus picked his way through 
the perils of the hand with the name 
certainty he displayed years ago in 
selecting investments for the Drey- 
fus Fund. East perforce won the ace 
of diamonds and shifted to a chib. 
After winning in dummy, declarer 
made the key play of cashing the ace 
of trumps— if East held all four 
trumps, the hand was unmakable. 

When both defenders followed, 
the rest was simply a matter of tech- 
nique. Declarer abandoned trumps 
in favor of cashing the table’s two 
high spades, then used three spade 
ruffe in hand as the entries to trump 
three clubs on the board. That 
brought in 10 tridra — two spades 
and the aces of hearts and dubs, 
plus three black-suit ruffe in each 
hand At the end. West was left with 
two high diamonds and East with 
two master trumps. 


Dellenbaugh got the left side he 
wanted after fooling Cayard into 
thinking he wanted the right, and 
1] Moro crossed the start line one 
second ahead — its only lead of 
the race. 

But Dellenbaugh had the side 
he wanted, and with Melges now 
at the wheel, the Americans got a 
shift in a strengthening wind to go 
out in front immediately, building 
a 24-second lead by the first 
mark. 

America3 seemed ro glide 
through the lumpy seas more 
smoothly than II Moro, and tacti- 
cian DeUenbaugh said that for the 
first time the boat gave clear 
evidence it was faster into the 
wind as well as downwind. 

Koch said the key's to victory 
were a faster boat and Dellen- 
baugh 's reading of the breezes. 

“Boat speed — and David did 
a wonderful job of picking the 
right wind shifts," said Koch, 
who attributed America3's 20 - 
second lapse on the third leg to 
having the wrong sail. 

The tall Kansas technocrat said 
he had been unaware of either of 
his team's brushes with disaster. 

“We were all involved in our 
own activities. It was a great deal 
by Jercy Kirby who got Peter out 


of the drink. I only found out 
about it as we crossed the finish 
fine.” 

Fennelly said: “I didn’t fall 
overboard, my foot got caught 
around the jib sheet. But Jerry 
Kirby over here saved my life, 
and saved the whole race.” 
Said Kirby: “He went in the 
water, so I pulled out my knife 
and dove after Pete.” 

He saw that Fennelly's leg was 
caught and about to be broken as 
the grinders wound in the jib 
sheet. 

“So I went to dive, a little body 
drag in the water,” Kirby said. 
“We were screaming, Mike (Top- 
pa, a sail trimmer), ease the sheet 
out, and we got it off Peter's leg 
and got him back on the boat.” 
He said the incident actually 
eased the tension on the boat. 
“When you have stuff like that 
you forget about the America's 
Cup and just do your job.” 

That leaves plenty of pressure 
on the Italians. Only once has a 
boat come back from a 3-1 deficit 
in an America's Cup final. Au- 
stralia II did it in 1983. beating 
Liberty in their last three races to 
take the cup for its only trip off 
U.S. shores. 


Lemond takes overall 
lead in Du Pont race 


tyINTERGREEN, Virgina (R) 
— American' Greg Lemond, bid- 
ding for his first stage race victory 
in his native country in seven 
years, finished 11 th in the most 
difficult event of the Tour Du 
Pont cycle race but regained a 
slim overall race lead ahead of 
teammate A tie Kvalsvoll. 

Lemond, the three-time Tour 
De France winner, finished 43 
seconds behind Herbert 
Niederberger of Switzerland who 
surged in the final uphill 
kilometre on the way to claiming 
the 159.2-kiloinetre the homes- 
tead to Wintergreen Resort 
eighth stage in 4 hours, 22 mi- 
nutes and 14 seconds. 

Kvalsvoll of Norway, who won 
the same stage last year to gain 
the race lead, finished second and 
trails Lemond by 0.13 seconds 
with three stages of the 1,620- 
kflometre race remaining,.! Phil 
Anderson of Australia, the Jjnly 
double stage winner of the. race, 
finished third in the same time as 
Kvalsvoll. 

Lemond, who trailed New Zea- 
land's Stephan Swart by eight 
seconds entering the stage, fol- 
lowed teammate Thierry 
daveyrofat of France as the lead 
cyclists negotiated the final 5.8 
kilometres steep ascent to the ski 
resort finish. 

Swart, who held the lead for 
two days after overtaking team- 
mate Dave Mann of Britain fol- 
lowing the sixth stage, faltered 
and finished 22 seconds behind 
Lemond in 18th*place. Swart is 
now third overall, 14 seconds 
behind. Anderson is fourth, trail- 


ing Lemond by 20 seconds. 

Lemond, who won the pr - 
logue and also led the race after 
tne first stage, has finished in the 
top 10 in six of the event's nine 
races. J 

Despite his three Tour De 
France and two World Cham- 
pionship Road Race triumphs, 
Lemond has not won a stage race 
in the United States since 1985 
when he defeated former team- 
mate Bernard Hinault of France 
in the Coots International Bicycle 
Classic. 

“It was teamwork,” said 
Lemond, who climbed much of 
the last four-mile, 14 per cent 
grade paced by Qaveyrolat. “1 
feel good, a lot better than I 
thought I would. I think the race 
will be won m the time trial.” 
Following two flat stages Fri- 
day and Saturday, the most pre- 
stigious stage race in the 'United: 
States. ends Sunday with a 22.2 
kilometre individual time trial. 

“If it comes down to the time 
trial, the best man wfll win,” said 
the 27-year-old Swart. “I 
wouldn't count myself out of it or 
I would go home now.” 

Guido Winterberg of Switzer- 
land is in fifth position, 33 
seconds behind, followed by com- 
patriot Beat Zberg, 41 seconds 
behind and Colombian Ruben 
Martin, 56 seconds behind. 

Laurent Fignon of France, the 
two-time Tour De France winner, 
is ninth overall, trailing Lemond 
by 59 seconds. Reigning world 
road titlist Gianni Bugno of Italy 
is 16th overall, 2:14 behind the 
leader. 
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A1 Dustour Basketball 
championship roundup 


By Aleen Bmuuyan Jihad Saliba and Murad Barakat 
Special to die Jordan Times to end the match at 88457. 

In Thursday’s matches Jordan’s 
AMMAN — Jordan's A1 Ortho- A1 Abli and Iraq’s Ai Shurta 
doxi Friday added another win to suffered their first defeats while 
their record as they beat Al Mar- Lebanon’s Al Riyadi scored their 
kazi of Lebanon 88-67 in the 16th first win. 


match of foe Al Dustour basket- 
ball championship. 


Al Ahli lost 88-72 to Al Karkh 
while Al Orthodoxi beat Al Shur- 


Ai Orthodoxi won the first half. ^ 103-91. Al Riyadi beat the 
47-36. They expanded the gap to Sudanese team 109-85. i 

61-49 in the seventh minute of the Excluding Friday’s matches Al 
second half, but Al Markazi Karkh, Al Ahli, Al Orthodoxi 
caught up at 63-60 two minutes Al Shurta are tied with 7 
la*® 1 - . , . points each in the overall stand- 

Sconng was close from then on ^ r aining matches 

as Ai Markari were tra^ng 68-64, will & vital to determine who wfll 
before Al Ortfaodoxi’s Murad ^ ^ 

Barakat scored 11 consecutive Late Friday evening Al Shurta 
points while his teammates se- ^ 35 ^ aga inst Al Ahli while al 
cured offensive and defensive re- Rjyadi played Al Karkh. 
bounding to expand their lead to 

78-65 with less than four minutes All teams will get a break from 
remaining. competition today. On Sunday, 

Al Markazi 's Abdo Shedyaq the last day of competition, Al 
and MTchel Haddad tried to Khartoum plays AI Shurta, Al 
score but foiled, while Al Ortho- Karkh plays Al Markazi and Al 
doxi secured their win with two Ahli clashes against Al Orthodoxi 
final-minute three pointers from at the Sports Palace court. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Mansell takes pole spot at San Marino 

IMOLA, Italy (AP) — Nigel Mansell and Williams-Renault 
continued their domination of the Formula One circuit Friday, 
breaking foe track record and beating Ayrton Senna by more than 
a second to earn the provisional pole for foe San Marino Grand 
Prix. Mansell, who wfll be trying for record a fifth straight victory 
at foe start of a season in Sunday's race, completed his beast lap 
on foe 5.04-kflometre Dino and Enzo Ferrari Autodrome in one 
minute, 21.842 seconds, .37 foster than the course record set by 
Senna last year. Riccardo Patrese, Mansell’s Italian teammate, 
had foe fifth best time, ahead of the Ferraris of Frenchman Jean 
Alesi and Italian Ivan Capeili. Another qualifying session to 
determine foe 26-car starting field was scheduled for Saturday. 

Bulgaria beats Finland 3-0 

HELSINKI (AP) — Emil Kostadinov scored twice in the final 20 
minutes after Krassiimr Balakov opened the scoring in the 61st 
minute, leading Bulgaria to a 3-0 victory over Finland in foe 
opening Europan Group 6 qualifier for foe 1994 World Cup. 
Balakov settled a mis-hit shot that swerved across foe penalty 
area, fended off a tackle at foe corner of foe box and shot into the 
upper for comer of the net.. The goal halted foe momentum 
Finland had been building in the second half and was followed by 
Kostadinov’s tallies in foe 70th and 85th minutes. 

t 

French club president Indicted 

BASTLA, Corsica (R) — The chief of Corsica’s Bastia Football 
Club was indicted for manslaughter and detained over last week’s 
collapse of a soccer stadium stand which killed 13 people and 
injured 700, justice officials said. The .legal action against Club 
President Jean-Francois Filipi brought to seven the number of 
people indicted over foe May 5 collapse of foe temporary- stand at 
Bastia’s Furiani Stadium minutes before a French Cop semifinal 
match. Flfippi was taken to hospital earlier Wednesday after 
collapsing at police headquarters during questioning but was later 
moved to a Bastia jail. 

Courier pulling in the crowds 

ROME (AP) — Jim Courier wishes be could pass for just another 
American tourist in Rome. That won't be easy — not foe way he’s 
playing in the Italian Open. Courier, the world’s top-ranked 
player, has been pulling in the crowds this week at the For© Italico 
as be sweeps through the field. And he has reached foe 
quarterfinals without dropping a set, including a 6-3, 6-2 victory 
over Spain's Sergi Bruguera Thursday. Courier was joined by 
Pete Sampras and Michael Chang in the quarters, foe best U.S. 
showing on these day courts since 1983. 

Tottenham manager reportedly sacked 

LONDON (AP) — Peter Shreeves, manager of English first 
division dub Tottenham, has been sacked after one year, the 
Independent newspaper reported Friday. There was no immedi- 
ate confirmation of the report. Shreeves is hi Wales helping 
prepare the national team for next week’s World Cup qualifier 
against Romania. 


Andy Capp 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


HELLO, < 
SiR SID' 


IS MOTT? 


r HE S JUST 
' Ft KING A LEAK 


Si 


, MUTT, WEVE YBUT.M'lOVE. 
BKN MAR * lED ^ A VERY 

IN MRS. MOT YEARS BUS yman! 

AMD You /fVoOWWrrrtE 
HAVEN’T J TO FIND THE 
TAKEN ME }[ L.EAKINTMS 
OUT ONCE . 1 J vlSAS STOVE/ 



X'M VERY Jjm M GAS 

UNHAPPY smells 
JUST BECAUSE WORSE! 
YoU NEVER WA^T'lL 
TAKE ME d I 
OUT/ A MATCH' 




HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY 16, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll fUghter Foundation ; 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Foil Moon in Soorpio early this 
montiog bongs unexpected activi- 
ties and involvements. Personali- 
ties from the past may show up out 

of Mae end take a lot of your time 
that was already assigned a diffe- 
rent schedule. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make sure you do nothing during 
the day to upset your own house- 
hold tut then in die evening you 
can cooperate with diem ip very 
constructive activities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You need to use foe exact words 
and phrasing in whatever com- 
munications you engage in today 
but tonight you see ways to put 
your ideas across. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider well whatever you do of a 
fin an c ial nature during the daytime 
and you spare yourself some trou- 
ble but tonight ideas are fine. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are apt- to be touchy 
and to take whatever is said or 
done too personally during the day 
but tonight you can enjoy the 
hobby yon most like. 

LEO: (Jnly 22 to Angiist 21) You 
feel yon are being put upon by one 
who has not foe right to do so but 
by evening conditions improve and 
your own harmony is again res- 
tored. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your personal goals seem to 
have all sorts of complications con- 


nected with them and not until 
evening do you see how to really 
make them yours. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo^ 
22) Dos’! take to bent sorae cremes m be 
world aide by in in fl n enital 

person and in the evening you set 
bow you can advance your stand- 
ing easily. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Noveoj- 
ber 21) You found some important 
new arrangement you had in mind 
has too many angles for you to 
contend with but tonight you see 
just how to handle than. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Obligations look 
like a mountain to be scaled early 
in the day but this soon passes and 
yon are able to organise them so 
they are quickly done. . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 fo 
January 20) Keep objective and 
Lind today when with an individual 
who gets pretty emotionally dis- 
turbed and tonight all works our to 
mutual satisfaction. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 ro Febru- 
ary 19) Think about the various < 
tasks to be (tone ahd don’t get die 
idea that they are more than you 
can handle and in foe evening you > 
organise them very weQ. ; 
PISCES: (February 20 to March j 
20) Changes in plans for some 
recreation are in foe wind during 
die daytime so go along with them 
and tonight entertainments work 
oat for much delight for you. 1 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



didn't have a tip for the pizza boy, so 
1 gave him a coupon for 50 cents 
off on toothpaste.” 



■THAT SCRAMBLED WQRD GAME 
^ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary wortis. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 



Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles APART UBEL SLOGAN DEVICE 

Answer What profession do many babies engage In 
- from the moment they're bom? — 
“ADVERTISING" 


THE Daily Crossword *■«,*,* t*™. 



ACROSS 
1 "The 39 — " 
THHehcock). 

6 MO. course 
10 Bead • 

14 — Gables, Fla. 

15 New view - 

16 NY college 

17 Combine 

18 Schools of 


18 Short trip 
20 Alaska 

23 Range 

24 Originated 

25 Manhandier 
28 Loser to Ike 

30 — Cruces 

31 Luncheonette 
kin 

33 Red leader 
37 Alaska 

41 Irxflan stale 

42 — (8$p, 
(prescription 


44 Set donation 

48 Skimpy 

49 Mates 

51 Run-In 

52 Alaska 

58 Feflpe or Matty 
of baseball 

59 Grim 

60 Radio knob 

61 Peel 

62 Lay ending 
83 Record 

64 Outskirts * 


66 Oboe parts 
DOWN 

1 Dross of mohan 
metal 

2 TennJBe of song 

3 Skater Holden 

4 Poignancy 

5 Parica part 

6 Mature 

7 Perfume 

8 Spreads hay to 

9 Informal 

10 Come apart in a 
way 


piiaiia 
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m mi 


■ aam iii^h 




11 Know the — (be 
wise) 

12 CSnchad. 

13 Breaths 
laboriously 

21 Social flops 

22 Wash or wave 

25 Can. prov. 

26 Humbug lead- 
ins 


28Cains 
29 Gossip 
32 Draw on metal 

34 Pratt 

35 Not bogus 
36 Legion 

38 Freedom to act 

39 Friendship 

40 Pizazz 

45 Senstttve to 
touch 

47 Spring hoflday 

48 Bring Into 


V^mtay's Puzzle Srtw* 
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49 Firm 

50 Antler tip 


51 — throat 

52 Paying 


53 wee btt 


54 Wacko 

55 Feed , the titty 

56 — olf (angry) 
57MbcalcUaM 
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V Currency 

o ■ 

* 

New York 

□roe 

13J.1992 

Tdqo : 
□roe , • 

,w * 14.5.1592 

j Sit* llnj; I'auitd” 

1.8264 

1.8215 •' 

j;, Ihnbdir Afarfc- ' 

1.6093 

* 1.610B 

s.' Jmta Franc 

1.4810 

1.4786 

^ French Franc 

5.4025 

1 JUP 

5.4150 

Japanese Yen 

129.60 

129.87 

v Kut*i|jcoii L'urrcny (Jnll 

1.2785 

4* 

1.2750 

'<]. * IM) ivr sit; 

-! r “ fcwjpt* Upca*** fitiNut, UMr 
; Eurocurrency Interest Rates Dates 

14.51 1992 ' 

V Currency v 

i an it 

3 MT1LS 

6 MTIIS 

12 MTflS 

/ ; ILS. Dullar 

• 3.81 

3.75 

3.88 

4.37 

^ ■ Starling Pound 
iS 

10.05 

9.B1 

9.81 

9.75 

Jtailsrbe Mark 

9.75 

9.75 

9.75 

9.60 

StihJ Franc 

<? r*. 

H.B7 

8.68 

B.50 

. French Franc 

9.75 

9.75 

9.75 

9.68 

'■ \ Japanese Yen 

4.72 

4.67 

4.99 

4.62 

F.iim|iran Cnrrcncy Unit 

10.06 


10.06 

10.06 

9.B1 

l*r«cfons Metal* Unia: 

L ' 

14.5.1992 

Metal 

ILSII/O* 

JlXftfcn* 

Metal 

IIKR/Ox 

JD/Gni 

CoM 

336. 95 

6.60 

Sllrer 

4.115 

.OKI 

DflUnl* 


Currency 

(lid - 

OfTer 

U-5. Ilullar 

0*6700 

- *'0.6000 

Sterling Pound 

1.2309 

1.2421 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4127 

0.4230 

Swiss Franc 

0.4567 

0.4607 

French Franc 

0.1256 

0.1267 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5227 

0.9253 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3748 

0.3767 

Swedish f Krona 

0.1171 

0.1177 

IhGm Lira' * 

0.0560 

0.0963 

Belgian r.Tiiic 

0.02030 

0.G2DKJ 

■ tv* HM 

pUrer Currencies Dat*.- ^ igg2 

Currency 

Kid 

OITer 

Bnltrami Dinar 

1.7690 

1.7780 

Ixfcmcfe Ura* 

0.04460 

0.05250 

SnoiM Rijal " ■ 

0.18060 

0.1820 

Kuwaiti Dinar 



' — 

Qatari Rijal ’~*7 E 

0.1837 

Q.1&6 

Egyptian round 

0.7050 

0.2200 

Oman Riyai 

1.7350 

1.7450 

UAE Dirham 

0.1037 

0.1846 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3530 

0.3730 

Cy print Pound ■ 

1.4715 

1.5020 

: Fwr MO _ 

CAB Indices fwr Amman Financial Market'’ 

Index 

13.5. 7992 

12.5.1992 tf*** 

All-Share ' 

•W3 . 71 

143 . 20 

Ranki&g Sector 

KB . 71 

KB . 73 • 

lmunwrr Sector 

VS . 31 

140 . 68 

Industry Sector 

197 . 26 

196 .02 

Sendees Sector 

191 . 10 

181 .99 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Allowing are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsessiou 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.8170/80 U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.2085/90 Canadian dollar 

1.6175/85 Deutschemarks 

1.8200/10 Dutch guilders 

1.4860/70 Swiss francs 

33.28/32 Belgian francs 

5.4275/25 French francs 

1217/8 Italian lire 

13030/40 Japanese yen 

5. 8250/8300 Swedish crowns 

6.3140/3200 Norwegian crowns 

6.2430/80 Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 337.90/338.40 ^ U.S. dollars 


World’s largest property firm 
files for bankruptcy protection 


TORONTO (R) — Olympia 
York (O.Y.) Developments Ltd., 
whose buildings shaped skylines 
on two continents, has filed for 
bankruptcy protection for its 
Canadian companies to give it 
time to put its massive debts in 
order. 

The action on Thursday night 
was a stunning setback for the 
three Reichmann brothers, who 
built the company into the 
world’s largest real estate de- 
veloper and won a reputation for 
the midas touch. 

The filing also set off turmoil in 
financial markets. 

A Toronto court granted O.Y. 
protection for its 28 affiliated 
Canadian firms, bnt the ruling did 
not affect its vast holdings in the 
United States and Britain: 

O.Y. has debts of more than 
$18.5 billion and has been crying 
to restructure $12 billion in debts 
for the last three months. Its 
Canadian properties were most 
vulnerable to takeover by lending 
banks. 

‘The proceedings initiated to- 
day represent an appropriate step 
in Olympia York’s restructuring 
which will ensure the long-term 
viability of the company," O.Y. 
President Gerald Greenwald said 
in the statement. 

The restructuring process in- 
volves almost 100 banks worl- 
dwide. 

The action by O.Y.. whose 
buildings have shaped the sky- 
lines of Toronto, New York and 
London and which is the develop- 
er of the massive Canary wharf 
project in London's docklands. 


rocked financial markets. 

The first effects were felt in 
Tokyo, where the stock market 
fell sharply on Friday and 
Japanese banks — although not 
major lenders to Olympia York 
— declined in a big self-off. 

Economises feared the action 
could also depress the Canadian 
stock market as it cut two cents 
off the value of the Canadian 
dollar and send interest rates 
higher. 

O.Y. and four of its Canadian 
companies also filed petitions on 
Thursday night for protection 
from creditors under chapter 11 
of the U.S. bankruptcy code. 

The U.S. filing was necessary 
because these companies have 
substantial U.S. assets. But the 
filing does not affect the prop- 
erties owned by U.S. subsidiaries. 

The actions in Canadian and 
U.S. courts were a stunning blow 
to the secretive Reichmann 
brothers, who built O.Y. from 
nothing over 40 years. 

Banks scurried to lend ever more 
billions of dollars to the Reicb- 
manns and their empire grew to 
the point where they now own 12 
buildings in New York, nine in 
Toronto and others m Boston, 
Chicago, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. 

But in the last two years, the 
real estate market plummeted, 
sending vacancy rates soaring and 
income dwindling. 

“In commercial real estate the 
Donald Trumps were the first *o 
go. The trigger and more re- 
spected developers like Olympia 
York went last,” said economist 


Amman Financial Market 


Following is a summary of trading during Iasi week and the previous 
week: 



May 9-13 

May 3-6 

Daily average - 

JD 3,064,668 

JD 5,493,672 

Total volume 

JD 15,323,339 

JD 21,974,686 

Total shares 

6,681.428 

8,134323 

No. of contracts 

6,989 

6,989 


Sectoral trading: 


iwfetrial 

JD 10,237,087 

JD16,I69,634 


(66.8%) 

(73.6%) 

Ffaumctal 

JD 2^70,860 

JD 3,501,401 

••• . 

• v. (15.5%) :s.< 

(15.9%) 

-i:' •-*: I;. 1 ' 

■ f : 


Service '•:»« iji 

•«ii M16.7%K>h v>i 

(95%) 

- * . 

.BtllF 


Insurance 

(1.0%) 

(1.0%) 

Share price fade* 

160.4 

160.8 

No. of companies 

75 

78 

Price movement (rise) 32 

M 

(Decline) 

33 

58 

(Stable) 

10 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Tokyo stocks plunged and the 225-share Nikkei 
average closed down 73033 points or 3.88 per cent to 18,07437, 
with prices hammered by profit-taking and arbitrage. 
SYDNEY — The stock market fell to its lowest dose in two weeks 
with investors unsettled by a variety of Tumours as well as 
weakencss in Japan. The All Ordinaries index fell 18.9 points to 
1660.7. 

HONG KONG — Shares dosed lower as retail selling was 
triggered by expectations of a market correction and lingering 
concern over talk of a rights issue by Hutchison Whampoa. The 
Hang Seng index ended down 41.95 paints at 5,70430. 
SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed lower as nervous investors 
sold shares on concerns triggered by a sharp fall on the Tokyo 
market. The 30-share Straits Times industrial index ended 6.03 
points lower at 1,466.72. 

FRANKFURT — German shares fell for the third session in a row 
as a threatened strike loomed in the engineering industry. The 
PAX index fell 7.16 to dose at 1,74236. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares ended lower after profit-taking in the 
industrial sector and some selling ip banks because of the Olympia 
and York debacle. The all-share SPI index feO 11.8 points to dose 
at 1,195.1. 

LONDON — Shares dosed lower after a waive of profit-taking. 
Dealers said the decline was sparked by signs dial the British 
econ omy may not be recovering as quickly as anticipated. The 
FTSE index dosed 12.1 points down at 2,682.6. 

PARIS — French shares crawled back from their one per cent 
morning losses to dose higher. The CAC-40 index, which sank as 
low as 1,995.22 in morning trading, dosed 6.95 points higher at 
2,023.95. 

NEW YORK — Wall Street remained down at midday. While 
Olympia and York’s Sing for bankruptcy protection weighed on 
bank stocks, the market was pressured by a lack of baying 
interest. The Dow was down 13 points at 3355. 
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David Jones at Aubrey G. Lan- 
Ston Co. Inc. in New York. 

“But in a way this is healthy,” 
he added. “It puts a final lid on 
the excesses of the 1980s and 
starts to pul the worst of the 
problems of that decade behind 
us.” 

The bankruptcy filings were 
triggered by O.Y/s failure on 
Thursday to make a 17 million 
Canadian dollars ($14 million) 
payment on First Canadian Place, 
an office tower in downtown 
Toronto. The failure gave bon- 
dholders the right to seize the 
building. 

First Canadian, a 72-storey 
white marble building that has an 
underground shopping complex, 
is considered one of O.Y.’s best 
properties. 

But the company's cash prob- 
lems began looking serious on 
Feb. 13, when Toronto-based 
Dominion Bond Rating Agency 
downgraded a number of O.Y. 
debt issues. 

The downgrade spread ner- 
vousness in the commercial paper 


market, making it difficult for 
O.Y. to refinance short-term 
debt instruments. 

On March 22, O.Y. admitted it 
faced a “liquidity crisis.'’ 

O.Y. was forced to withdraw a 
planned trust in Britain intended 
to raise £215 million ($370 mil- 
lion) from the market for the 
Canary wharf project. 

The company later failed to 
make payments on 1 about 240 mil- 
lion Canadian dollars ($200 mil- 
lion) of commercial paper se 
cured by the exchange tower in 
central Toronto. 

On May 1, O.Y. missed pay- 
ment on the $155 million first 
mortgage secured on the 45- 
storey Aetna Centre in Toronto. 

Earlier Thursday, O.Y. lost a 
London high court case to Mor- 
gan Stanley Inc. over the timing 
of a payment of $240 million. 

O.Y. is to appear in court next 
Wednesday when the judge will 
decide how the judgment will be 
implemented. O.Y. is expected 
to appeal the decision. 


More strikes loom 
as Germany pays 
price of unity 


BONN (R) — Mass strikes loom 
on the horizon in Germany as the 
country grapples with social 
change and soaring bills following 
German unification. 

Union leaders and German 
media say growing pay disputes 
show Germans' frustration with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's econo- 
mic policies, under fire recently 
amid runaway budget deficits, 
rising inflation and high interest 
rates. 

Engineering employees offered 
a ray of hope late in the day when 
they signalled they could raise a 
3.3 _per cent offer in a bitter 
dispute with the powerful metal- 
workers onion, I.G. Metail. 

But they warned scope for 
manoeuvre was limited in light of 
declining profits -and -any deal 
should be near that offer. 

Germany's critical 1992 wage 
round took an unexpected turn 
for the worse earlier Thursday 
when last-ditch pay talks for the 
key engineering sector were can- 
celled and public workers re- 
jected a pay deal agreed by their 
leaders last week. 

Employers and I.G. Metail had 
cancelled talks in North Rhine- 
Westphalia (NRW), the country’s 
industrial heartland, raising the 
chances the union's board would 
call for a strike ballot when it 
meets Monday. 

A metals strike would follow 
closely on the heels of Germany's 
worst ever public sector strike, 
which crippled the country's nor- 
mally smooth-running infrastruc- 
ture for II days. 

The main public sector union 
OETV said Thursday its mem- 
bers had rejected a deal ham- 
mered out between unions and 
employers last week to end that 
strike. The rejection raised the 
spectre of further walkouts. 


OETV leader Monika Mathies 
told a news conference in Stutt- 
gart only 44.1 per cent of voting 
members had approved the deal, 
well below the necessary 50 per 
cent. 

“We must say seif-crin'caHy 
that we had not anticipated this,” 
she said. 

She termed the vote a protest 
against Mr. Kohl's policies and 
said she would stay on as head of 
the OETV, despite mounting 
calls for her to resign. 

The Stuttgarter Nachrichten 
newspaper said if she resigned, 
Ms. Wulf-Mathies was likely to 
be succeeded by a hardliner who 
would pay no regard to Ger- 
many's strapped finances. 

"(TTiat) ... would be a further 
alarming sign that Germany feces 
tough battles over the dittribu- 
tion of wealth,” the newspaper 
said in a commentary Friday. 

“If the Bonn coalition does not 
soon present a fair concept to. 
finance German unity ... massive 
social turmoil will be unavoid- 
able,” it noted. 

OETV is suspending public 
strikes until May 25, when its 
board decides whether to use its 
power to override the ballot. 

But Interior Minister Rudolf 
Seiters, Bonn’s chief pay nego- 
tiator, ruled out further pay talks. 

"No-one can expect that there 
will be new negotiations/’ he 
said. 

The strike, which began in late 
April, was provisionally halted 
last Thursday following a pay 
deal giving workers a 5.4 per cent 
basic pay rise plus one-off be- 
nefits. 

May 25 is also the provisional 
date for a strike in the engineer- 
ing sector. I.G. Metail said work- 
ers would walk out then if no 
progress was made in the talks 


WANTED 


The Jordan Design and Trade Centre seeks individuals for the 

following positions: 

- International Sales Coordinator: Candidates should be 
fluent in English and French (knowledge of German would be a 
plus), have minimum of 5 years of sales experience, preferably 
in international market excellent organisational and com- 
munications skills, and a willingness to travel. 

- Business Accountant: Candidates should have experience 
working with a non-profit organisation, good command of 
English, good computer skills, ability to train, good com- 
munications skills, and a minimum of 5 years experience. 

- Project Coordinator This is a liaison position between the 
centre and handicraft production units outside Amman. 
Candidates should have excellent supervisory, communica- 
tions, and organisational skills, a willingness to travel, open- 
ness to flexible working hours, and a good command of 
English. 

For more Information please contact “Miss May” at 

699142 or send your C.V. to P.O-Box 950805, Amman - 
Jordan. Att Miss May 


EMPLOYMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 


project is seeking 
position of Executive 
with the following 


An international 
candidates for the 
Liaison Officer 
qualifications : 

* High Reading, Writing and Verba! Skills in 
English and Arabic 

* Ability to do Computerized Spreadsheets 
and Word Processing in English 

* Minimum of Five Years Experience in 
Office Administration 

■ * Good Human Relations Skills 

* Jordanian Resident of Amman Area 

* Drivers License 

Qualified candidates with a current C.V.-may 
call Mr. Nustas at 689192 on Saturday for 
more details. 


S’ 


AFM recovers 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prices and business 
at die Amman Stock Market have 
sprung back after a hectic fort- 
night, and economists and dealers 
said the atmosphere of uncertain- 
ty which depressed the market 
appeared to have cleared for the 
moment. 

The share price index dosed at 
160.4 Wednesday, the last day of 
trading of the week, signalling a 
recovery as predicted by most 
analysts. 

The index, the main Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) indica- 
tor,. had dropped to 158.2 on 
Saturday, the first day of trading 
of the week, from 160.8 on 
Wednesday and 165.8 the week 
before. Trading which went down 
to JD 1.73 million on Saturday 
against a daily average of JD 5.49 
million in the first week of May 
and JD 7.12 million in mid- April, 
registered a daily average of JD 
3.064 million. 

“The market has more or less 
stabilised after an eventful fort- 
night.” said Nasser A( Amad, a 
broker. “I expect the prices to be 
steady during this week.” 

“There are enough buyers and 
sellers in the market now, com- 
pared with the standstill situation 
in the beginning of the month/' 
Mr. Amad said. 

However, Mr. Amad said the 
medium-term trend in the market 
depended to a large extent on the 
outcome of a meeting between 
commercial bankers and Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) officials 
scheduled to be held Thursday. 

“Investors are awaiting what 
transpires during the meeting, 
whether interest rates of deposits 
at commercial banks will go up or 
down and bow far the credit 
squeeze in the market is going to 
affect trading at the AFM. be 
told the Jordan Times. 

In line with a credit ceiling 
inspired by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF),. the CBJ 
has initiated a “credit rationalisa- 
tion” by commercial banks and 
this in turn had its impact on the 
AFM, where many rushed to 
ensure their liquidity in anticipa- 
tion of banks calling in their 
credits. 

According to economic 
analysts, the CBJ move had sent 
wrong signals and was misinter- 
preted by^investors and specula- 
tors and hence what was widely 
described in the local media as 
panic at the AFM. 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi explained Friday 
that the “credit rationalisation” 
did not mean a total cut-off of 
credit for AFM dealings and that 
the CBJ was not interfering in the 
stock market. 

The credit rationalisation poli- 
cy, Dr. Nabulsi agreed, “is pre- 
cisely aimed ar controlling use of 
commercial bank credits for spe- 
culative purposes or real estate 


investments.” 

But it does not mean a blanket 
ban against commercial bank cre- 
dits but only a trimming of the 
volume of credit extended for 
AFM trading and real estate in- 
vestment, he said. 

“Our bottom line is that out 
mission is to defend the value of 
the dinar and combat inflation,” 
Dr. Nabulsi told the Jordan 
Times in a telephone interview. 

The CBJ move was only partly 
responsible for the slump at 
AFM, Mr. Amad explained. 
Most companies distributed di- 
vidends during April and this, as 
is natural, had depressed prices 
and business, he noted. 

Mr. Amad agreed with the opin- 
ion of economists that prices at 
the AFM had gone up “a little bit 
too high” during the first four 
months of the year since the 
market enjoyed an abundance of 
liquidity brought in by Gulf re- 
turnees, “who had little other 
means to quick investments with 
good returns/' 

According to Mr. Amad, “re- 
turns on AFM trading are in fad 
higher than on Teal estate invest- 
ments and this had attracted 
more people into the market.” 

Dr. Omayya Touqan, general 
manager of the AFM. said early 
last week that “profit-taking” by 
investors was one of the reasons 
for the decline in business and 
expressed confidence that the in- 
dicators would be back to normal 
in a matter days. 

“I think the downward trend 
would continue for another two 
or three days before we reach 
that acceptable level, where 
prices would be stabilised,” he 
told the Jordan Times last 
Saturday. 

Mr. Amad and economic 
analysts are of the opinion that 
the AFM, which was dealt a 
severe blow by the Gulf crisis, is 
on an upward course and would 
continue its growth for some time 
to come. 

“I believe that the market is on 
a course towards a level that 
prevailed during the pre-crisis 
years/' Mr. Amad said. “The 
market slumped during the Gulf 
crisis and what has been happen- 
ing since then is a gradual recov- 
ery to pre-crisis levels.” 

Mr. Amad also believes that 
the trend in the market would be 
focused on well-established com- 
panies. “It is well known that it 
now takes five or six times the 
initial investment that some of 
these companies put in if similar 
ventures were launched now,” he 
said. 

“Investors are very well aware 
of this fact. In addition, and 
perhaps more important, is the 
feet that the companies (whose 
shares are now being traded at 
the AFM) are well established, 
with excellent experience and 
proven performance," he ex- 
plained. 
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Yeltsin urges N ATO-style 
alliance for CIS members 


TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (R) — 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
said Friday he would press for the 
signing of a defence treaty to 
create a NATO-style alliance for 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS). 

Mr. Yeltsin, speaking at the 
start of a CIS summit, told repor- 
ters under heavy grey skies out- 
side the conference centre in the 
Uzbek capital Tashkent that 
miltiary matters would take prior- 
ity in the first of two days of talks. 

Asked if a “Tashkent treaty" 
or collective security agreement, 
drawn up by defence ministers 
earlier this week, would be signed 
at the end of the summit, a 
weary-looking Yeltsin replied: 

“Yes, I will press for this agree- 
ment to be signed." But be said 
not all questions could be re- 
solved in the first day of the 
meeting. “Of IS questions, let's 
decide 12." 

The Commonwealth, founded 
in December on the ruins of the 
Soviet Union, is criticised by 
some, including Kazakhstan Pres- 
ident Nursultan Nazarbayev, as 
having too few central control 
bodies. 

But Ukraine, at loggerheads 
with its Slav neighbour in Mos- 
cow, charges that the Common- 
wealth allows Russia too many 
central powere and should be cut 
back. 

Russia recently began forming 
its own army that is expected to 



Boris Yeltsin 

□umber over a million, while 
Central Asian states such as 
Uzbekistan are protected only by 
small National Guards and the 
remnants of the Soviet army. 

The issue of security has be- 
come more pressing in this region 
with the seizure of power by 
Islamic groups across the border 
in Afghanistan. 

Senior military officials said 
this week in Tashkent the collec- 
tive security agreement would 
provide for the formation of a 
defence alliance on the NATO 
model. 

They said the structure of the 


old Warsaw Pact, with its Krem- 
lin domination, would be com- 
pletely unacceptable. 

Prime Minister Vitold Fokin, 
who heads the Ukrainian delega- 
tion, told journalists he would 
concentrate on financial rather 
than military issues. 

Only six of 11 heads of state 
arrived for the summit, held in a 
grey concrete and glass confer- 
ence building fronted with sculp- 
tures of musical instruments and 
theatrical images. 

The most notable absentee was 
Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk, whose relations with 
Mr. Yeltsin have chilled in a 
dispute over a shareout of the 
Black Sea Fleet, a 380-ship navy 
based in the Ukrainian port of 
Sevastopol. 

Mr. Kravchuk had said he 
would stay in Kiev to receive 
Finnish President Mauno Koivis- 
to. Mr. Yeltsin made light of his 
absence on Thursday. "We 
should not make a tragedy of it," 
he said. 

The Ukrainian president, who 
suggested at the last summit in 
Kiev that the Commonwealth was 
bound for extinction, has said he 
wants big changes in the 11 - 
nation grouping. 

* Ukraine- takes no part in the 
joint Commonwealth military 
command and has already matte 
it dear it would not form any 
joint military alliance with Com- 
monwealth states. 


But at least seven states are 
expected to sign the treaty in full, 
with others recording reserva- 
tions with their signatures. 

The treaty is strongly backed 
by the high command of the 
former Soviet army as a means to 
restore order in administration 
and funding of forces. 

Another absentee at the con- 
ference is Azeri President Ayaz 
Mutaiibov, who cancelled plans 
to attend because of instability in 
the capital Baku. 

Mr. Mutaiibov returned to 
power Thursday after two months 
on the sidelines and immediately 
imposed a state of emergency on 
his Transcaucasian country. 

The OS leaders agreed Friday 
to reduce the former Soviet Un- 
ion's conventional forces and che- 
mical weapons stockpile, a press 
spokesman said. 

They also agreed on joint use 
of former Soviet space launching 
facilities, a common airspace and 
joint control and funding of bor- 
der troops, Yevegny Garelik tokl 
a news conference. 

The agreements were reached 
during four boors of talks in 
Tashkent despite the absence of 
five presidents, representing 
nearly half of the ll-member 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. Garelik, press secretary 
for the meeting's organising com- 
mittee, said the five missing presi- 
dents had authorised lower rank- 
ing officials to represent them. 


200 die in Tajikistan mudslides 


TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (R) — 
At least 200 people were killed in 
three days of landslides and tor- 
rential rain in the Central Asian 
Republic of Tajikistan, ITAR- 
TASS News Agency said Friday. 

And in neighbouring Uzbekis- 
tan, where leaders of the Com- 
monwealth of former Soviet Re- 
publics were meeting, an earth- 
quake rocked high-rise buildings. 

Seismologists said the quake 
measured six to seven on the 
12-point Soviet scale at its 
epicentre, south-east of Tash- 
kent. Seven is officially labelled 
“very strong." but there were no 
immediate reports of casualties. 


In Tajikistan dozens of villages 
in the foothills of the Pamir 
Mountains were buried in muds- 
lides or submerged by floods. 
Thousands of homes were dam- 
aged or destroyed. 

Hussain Achilov, chairman of 
Tajikisan's State Emergency 
Commitee, told ITAR-TASS that 
at least 200 people had been 
killed by the slides, which began 
Wednesday. 

"These are the approximate 
figures," he said. 

Roads and communications 
were cut, businesses damaged 
and irreparable damage done to 



Troops fight Russian arms dump blaze 

MOSCOW fR) — Van explosions tore through the sky near 
Vladivostok Friday as more than 250 servicemen battled to put 
out a blaze which broke out at an ammunition dump Thursday 
and was still spreading. About 6,000 people were evacuated from 
their homes in the Russian Far East port, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. Five servicemen were injured in blasts which 
sprayed shell debris in a radius of one kilometre across the 
outskirts of the Pacific Ocean city. “The situation in the area is 
getting worse,” TASS said. “Expectations that the blaze could be 
contained have proved wrong. The fire has spread to new areas 
and is threatening to spread to buildings containing more shells." 

Gorbachev wraps up U.S. tour 

WASHINGTON (R) — Former Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev wrapped up a private visit to Washington on a distinctly 
political note, talking business with President George Bush and 
saying the U.S. Congress looked set to approve aid for Russia. “I 
don't think there's been a trip like this," Mr. Gorbachev told 
reporters late Thursday. *T will call it unprecedented.” Gor- 
bachev the effusive private citizen spoke after dining at the 
White House and lunching at Congress, all the while stressing he 
was outside of politics — for now at least. “I have to be very 
definitive on this: I have no such plans" to run for office again, 
Mr. Gorbachev said. But the man who presided bitterly over the 
breakup of the Soviet Union added with a smile: “Everything 
flows and everything changes." If Russia veers from democracy. 
Mr. Gorbachev said, "then 1 would have to assess the situation 
and make my own decision." 

Senate panel backs aid to CIS 

WASHINGTON (R) — A Senate committee voted 14-4 Wednes- 
day to give the U.S. administration broad authority to help 
republics of the former Soviet Union become free-market 
democracies. The aid legislation sent to the full Senate by the 
Foreign Relations Committee would authorise an increase of 
more than S12 billion in the U.S. contribution ro the International 
Monetary Fund, partly for aid to former Soviet stales. It also 
would support a contribution of up to $3 billion to currency 
stabilisation funds for the Commonwealth of Independent States. 
President George Bush announced on April 1 that the United 
States would participate in a S24 billion multilateral aid initiative 
for the CIS. including food credits. He had hoped that legislation 
would pass Congress before the planned June visit to Washington 
of Soviet President Boris Yeltsin but it was far from dear whether 
congress would be able to complere its action in time. 

U.S. returns troop facilities to Japan 

TOKYO (R) — The United States announced Friday that it 
would return three military facilities on the Japanese island of 
Okinawa, a move immediately welcomed by the government in 
Tokyo. Vice-President Dan Quayle, in Tokyo to marke the 20th 
anniversary of Okinawa's return to Japanese role from U.S. 
military occupation, announced the return of the facilities at a 
news conference. The three, covering a total of 240 hectares (590 
acres), are only a fraction of the continuing huge U.S. military 
land-holding in the island prefecture. Some 32,000 American 
servicemen are based there. "We deeply value the cooperation 
extended by the U-S. government in reaching this agreement," 
Japanese Foreign Minister Michio Watanabe said in a statement. 

Last of China’s 10 marshals dies 

PEKING (AP) — Marshal Nie Rongzhen. last of the famed 10 
marshals of the Chinese Communist Party's Red Army, has died, 
the official Xinhua News Agency reported Friday. He was 93. The 
report said he died of illness late Thursday. The official obituary 
described Marshal Nie as a “founder of the People’s Liberation 
Army and an oustanding proletarian revolutionary and strateg- 
ist." The obituary was jointly issued by the Communist Party, the 
State Council and the Centra! Military Commission. 


the cotton industry, gardens and 
orchards, he said. 

Achilov appealed for aid from 
the rest of the former Soviet 
Union and the world. TASS said 
two planeloads of emergency aid 
from the United States were ex- 
pected to arrive in the Tajik 
capita] Dushanbe Friday. 

Tajikistan, which borders on 
Afghanistan and China, has spent 
the past few weeks gripped by 
political crisis between ex-Co m- 
munist President Rakhmon 
Nabiyev and an opposition 
alii pee of liberals and Islamic 
radicals. 

Burmese 
opposition 
leader 
calls for 
reconciliation 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung 
San Suu Kyi, in her first public 
statement in nearly three years, 
has expressed hope for reconcilia- 
tion and change in military-ruled 
Burma. 

The statement, read by her son 
as Mrs. Suu Kyi received a hu- 
man rights award Thursday even- 
ing, did not directly attack the 
government that has kept her 
under house arrest since July 
1989 and prevented her from 
formally accepting the 1991 
Nobel Prize. 

But Mrs. Suu Kyi, allowed to 
see her family this month for the 
first time since her arrest, said 
reconciliation requires more than 
“token gestures of appease- 
ment." The opposition leader 
said she has never doubted the 
ability of her people to bring 
change "once national reconcilia- 
tion has been achieved.” 

Burma’s rulers, who kept Mrs. 
Suu Kyi's National League for 
Democracy (NLD) from taking 
office after it won 1990 national 
elections, recently have been re- 
leasing political prisoners and 
have promised a constitutional 
convention within six months. 

Reading Mrs. Suu Kyi's state- 
ment at award ceremonies of the 
Internationa! Human rights Law 
Group was Alexander Aris, 18, 
who with a brother has been 
granted a visa to see his mother. 
His father, Michael Aris, is re- 
portedly in Burma after first 
being allowed to visit his wife on 
May 2. 

Reed Brody, executive director 
of the law group, declined to say 
how Mrs. Suu Kyi’s statement 
was relayed out of Burma. 

Also receiving a human rights 
award from the group was Chi- 
lean President Patricio Aylwin, 
who in prepared remarks praised 
Mrs. Suu Kyi for sacrificing her 
own freedom in "defence erf hu- 
man rights.” 

Meanwhile, Burma's military 
junta has freed 14 more dissi- 
dents, the latest group released 
since the generals changed their 
leader last month. 

Official Rangoon Radio said 
those freed included seven young 
women, three members of the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD), and two senior officials 
of a smaller opposition groop. 

After naming General Than 
Shwe its new leader last month, 
the junta said it would free all 
political prisoners not deemed a 
I threat to national security. 


Government, 
opposition 
troops move 
into Baku 

BAKU. Azerbaijan (R) — The 
Azeri government and opposition 
both moved troops and armour 
into the centre of the capital 
Baku Friday amidst growing fears 
of armed dashes. 

President Ayaz Mutaiibov, 
whose return to power Thursday 
brought the crisis to boiling point, 
put off a planned trip to the 
Uzbek capital Tashkent Friday 
for a summit of the Common- 
wealth of former Soviet repub- 
lics. 

“We had planned to go over- 
night but deckled not to after 
studying the situation here. Any- 
thing could happen,” Mr. MutaH- 
bov’s Press Secretary Rasim 
Agayev said from inside the pres- 
idential headquarters, a red and 
white marble building which used 
to be die headquarters of the 
local Communist Party. 

A line of Defence Ministry 
troops wearing bullet-proof vests 
stood impassively In the baking 
morning sun outside the building, 
sealed off by two T-72 battle 
tanks, a mobile anti-aircraft bat- 
tery and an armoured car. 

The troops were moved in to 
guard key buildings after Mr. 
Mutaiibov Thursday imposed a 
two-month state of emergency in 
the Transcaucasian republic, 
damped down on the press and 
banned all political parties and 
social organisations. 

Baku, on the Caspian Sea, was 
quiet overnight, except for spor- 
adic gunfire. 

The opposition Popular Front, 
who say Mr. Mutaiibov 1 s return 
to power amounts to a constitu- 
tional coup, has already launched 
a campaign of civil disobedience 
and does not rule out overthrow- 
ing Mr. Mutaiibov by force. 


Sarajevo 
calm again 
after ethnic 
battles 

SARAJEVO (R) — Sarajevo 
was calm early Friday as Serb and 
Muslim forces regrouped after a 
day of tank and artillery battled 
Friday that shattered two brief 
ceasefires. 

Most Western journalists in the 
Bosnian capital took advantage 
of the lull to leave, beading in a 
convoy for the Croatian port of 
Split on the Adriatic coast 

The Muslim-controlled 
Sarajevo Radio whose, transmit- 
ters have been badly damaged by 
Serbs fighting Bosnian independ- 
ence forces stopped broadcasting 
shortly before 6 a.m. The reason 
was not known. 

Fighting died down before mid- 
night after Yugoslav army tanks 
assaulted Muslim villages on 
Sarajevo’s Western flank where 
tiie clashes were heaviest 

Belgrade Radio said 50 Muslim 
fighters were captured during 
attacks on the Serb-held suburb 
of Bidza. 

In a broadcast earlier, Sarajevo 
Radio reported 40 Muslims 
wounded or killed and said the 
fighting was followed by “an un- 
believable calm, a horrible, silent 
night.” 

At the United Nations in New 
York, Security Council members 
struggled to fold a way of helping 
Bosnia, whose independence is 
internationally recognised, with- 
out getting sucked deeper into 
the conflict 

The council was expected to 
pass a resolution demanding an 
end to interference by the Serb- 
led Yugoslav army and forces of 
neighbouring Croatia. 

Access to the army's arsenal of 
heavy weapons and ammunition 
has given the Serb minority a 
huge advantage in fighting which 
has enabled them to capture two- 
thirds of Bosnian territory since 
March. 

The United States wants dis- 
banded federal troops, who in- 
clude 40,000 Bosnian Serbs, to be 
disarmed and their weapons put 
out of reach. 

Serbs, anxious to avoid being 
blamed as the sole aggressors in 
the violence, have increasingly 
claimed in recent days of attacked 
and driven from their homes fry 
Muslims and Croat opponents. 

The Yugoslav News Amucy 
Tanjug said Thursday that Mus- 
lims killed 150 Serbs in villages 
around Srebenica in eastern Bos- 
nia mice May 9. 

“Pogroms against the Serbian 
population similar to those during 
World War II have begun in 
Srebenica which has a majority 
Muslim population,”' Tanjug re- 
ported. 

General Philippe MoriQon, de- 
puty head of the U.N. mission in 
the Bosnian capital, said the 
fighting in Sarajevo Thursday 
erupted when Muslim forces 
made an assault on a Serb barri- 
cade near the airport. 

“Civilians were shooting out of 
control in Sarajevo and this no 
doubt contributed to the failure 
of the ceasefire," be said. 

Gen. Morillon said U.N. offi- 
cials would attempt to arrange a 
fresh truce Friday. 

Mortar bombs slammed into a 
central hotel occupied by U.N. 
peacekeepers, slightly wounding 
a Kenyan soldier. The head of the 
U.N. mission, General Satish 
Nambiar, was pinned down in his 
residence on the city outskirts by 
nearby fighting. 


Deadlock as S. African 
peace s ummi t starts 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African democracy talks 
opened Friday and immediately 
adjourned for 75 minutes to 
break a deadlock between the 
two main protagonists, the white 
government and the African 
National Congress (ANQ. 

President F.W. De Klerk and 
ANC leader Nelson Mandela 
shook hands and exchanged 
pleasantries just before the 
second plenary session of the 
Convention for a Democratic 
South Africa (CODESA II) 
opened, but their smiles hid deep 
differences. 

The two sides, who held a first 
plenary session last December, 
are arguing over the majority 
required in a transitional parlia- 
ment to agree a democratic con- 
stitution for a post-aparthied 
state. 

The black opposition move- 
ment accuses the government, 
which is demanding at least a 70 
per cent majority for change phis 
blocking powers for an upper 
house where minorities will be 
specially represented, of trying to 
block black majority rule. 

Officials of the white ruling 
National Party (NP) say the 
ANCs demand for a 66.7 per 
cent majority with 75 per cent for 
a bilJ of rights — is insufficient 
guarantee against domination of 
minorities in a diverse and frac- 
tious society. 

“That would be giving in and 
handing over power,” NP Consti- 
tutional Committee member 
Sheila Camerer told Renters. 

NP delegation leader Dawie 
De VUliers said: “We are just an 
arms length from an overall con- 
sensus. The parties are really very 
dose to consensus. CODESA H 
is not the end of the road ... if 
there is one important matter left 
outstanding we should not be cast 
into despondency.” 

The ' party, which introduced 


apartbied in 1948 to preserve the 
supremacy of minority whites 
over the 5-1 Made majority, has 
been (fismantling the system over 
the past two years. 

As -they trooped otft of the 
main c o nfer en ce hall for their 
75-minute recess to tackle the 
deadlock, delegates said all other 
agreements reached by the 19 
parties at the negotiations in 
dosed-door sessions over the past 
five months depended on agree- 
ment on the fundamental issue of 

the powers to be wielded by the 

transitional parliament. 

Delegates said CODESA II 
was confronting a basic difference 
that has been dmced around fry 
negotiators since Mr. De Klerk 
legalised blade opposition activity 
two years ago to get democracy 
talks going: The government has 
always talked about sharing pow- 
er with blacks, while the ANC 
and its anti-apartheid allies 
sought a transfer of power to the 
majority. 

Mr. -Mandela Thursday ac- 
cused white authorities of waging 
a silent war against the ANC and 
said: “the government proposals 
are all intended to protect the 
privilege of whites — we reject 
that.” 

More than 85 political, reli- 
gious, trade union, women and 
student organisations in the 
broad ANC alliance' Thursday 
ordered their leaden to force the 
government to concede over vot- 
ing percentages and press for an 
interim multi-party government 
fry July. 

Striking another discordant 
note, the convention Friday was 
boycotted by frikatha Freedom 
Party leader Mangosuthn 
Buthelezi, the third powerful 
South African leader. 

He is demanding the Zulu king 
and his Kwazulu homeland gov- 
ernment be given their own de- 
legations at the talks. 


Santiago vows protests 
against Filipino poll fraud 


MANILA (R) — Philippine pres- 
idential front-runner Miriam San- 
tiago accused her opponents Fri- 
day of resorting to electoral fraud 
to deny her victory and said she 
would mobilise mass protests m 
major cities. 

Mrs. Santiago convened a news 
conference to denounce what she 
said was rigging of the election 
count under way of Monday's 
polls. She indicated she held the 
party of her closest rival, ex- 
Defence Minister Fidel Ramos, 
responsible. 

“I am going to lead a series of 
mass demonstrations in key cities 
throughout the country to de- 
nounce the wholesale electoral 
fraud that is taking place in the 
country even as I address you at 
this moment," said the tough- 
talking 46-year-o!d People's Re- 
form Party leader. 

Mrs. Santiago said she would 
begin Saturday in her home town 
of Iloilo, 460 kilometres south of 
Manila. 

A spokesman for Gen. Ramos 
said she was being hysterical. 

“She’s really playing a danger- 
ous game of brinkmanship at this 
point. This thing could just erupt 
into ugly violence. Someone 
should tell her to behave," said 
Rafael AJunan, spokesman for 
Gen. Ramos's People Power Par- 
ty- 

A group of foreign observers, 
who monitored the poll, said 
vote-buying, intimidation and 


drunkenness marred the elections 
in some areas. 

Mrs. Santiago and Gen. Ramos 
emerged as the two-front-runners 
in the closest battle for the pres- 
idency in Philippine history. 

Mrs. Santiago, an atid-tongued 
former judge, led early counting. 
In some counts, Gen. Ramos has 
narrowly taken the lead.. 

* Gen. Ramos overtook Mis. 
Santiago for the first time in the 
officially sanctioned media 
citizens’ quick count, which has 
so far tabulated around 11 per 
cent of the total votes cast. 

Gen. Ramos had 620,444 votes 
while Mrs. Santiago has 594,438, 
it said. 

Gen. Ramos has said early 
returns were from Mrs. San- 
tiago’s strongholds, and that he 
would overtake her in the count 
when other provinces were in- 
cluded. 

“What is bis capability for pre- 
dicting the future unless he has 
already designed the future? If 
this is not an attempted rape of 
the democratic process, I chal- 
lenge the media to prove that it 
isn’t," Mrs. Santiago said. 

The popular anti-graft crusad- 
er, whose enemies say suffers from 
delusions of grandeur, charged 
there was “a deliberate, well- 
orchestrated, nationwide scenar- 
io to cheat the Filipino people of 
the rightful results of our elec- 
tions.” 


Bush adds $600 million in loans for Los Angeles 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush raised the 
amount of emergency aid for Los 
Angeles riot victims to at least 
$ 1.2 billion as be and Congress 
worked on an overall package to 
help inner cities. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Board System 
would provide $600 million in' 
low-interest loans for those who 
suffered from the three days of 
riots two weeks ago. 

He said the loans would go to 
the poor and others who meet 
the affordable housing criteria.” 
Mr. Bush earlier approved 
$600 million in emergency aid to 
help citizens and businesses re- 
build using loans and grants from 
the Small Business Administra- 
tion (SBA) and the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency. 

In addition. White House offi- 
cials said the size of the SBA 
loans may increase by $200 mil- 
lion. 

The White House plans to de- 
clare a budget emergency to pay 
for tbe new spending by raising 
the deficit, instead of cutting ex- 
penditures elsewhere. 

Under a 1990 agreement, the 
Congress must approve a budget 
emergency declaration but it has 
expressed no opposition. Mr. 
Bush and the leaders of the 
Democratic-controlled Congress 

have vowed to set aside their 
election-year bickering to come * 
up with legislation in response to 
the riot. 


Meanwhile four alleged gang 
members who became the symbol 
of the Los Angeles race riots 
appeared in court Thursday on 
charges of beating a truck driver' 
as a poll said the city feared 
similar violence in the coining 
years. 

A Los Angeles Tunes poll 
showed 67 per cent of residents 
believe they have not seen the 
last of the kind of violence that 
erupted on April 29 and grew into 
the nation's worst race riots this 
century. 

In a warning on the possible 
repercussions in the beating, a 
spectator who claimed he grew up 
with the men who appeared in 
court Thursday warned that if 
they were found guilty, “a lot of 
innocent white people will get 
hurt.” 

Gary Harris, who lives in south 
central Los Angeles, where white 
truck driver Reginald Denny was 
beaten senseless, said he was 
sorry about the attack, “But I feel 
it had to happen." 

“The world has forgotten ab- 
out us. A lot of us are mad about 
that. If these four people are 
convicted of this crime, the riots 
will start again, I promise yon 
that,” he added. 

Only 29 per cent of those pol- 
led by the Los Angeles Times felt 
it was unlikely the city would see 
another outbreak like tbe one 
that occurred after four white 
policemen were acquitted in the 
beating of black motorist Rodney 
King. 

Eight per cent said they were 


so alarmed by the riots that they 
planned to move out of the area 
and another five per cent said 
they would move to a different 
community in the dty. 

As the four men, handcuffed 
and chained together, waited for 
their court appearance, Mr. De- 
nny released from a hospital near 
the south central district where he 
had been treated for bis injuries. 

A hospital spokeswoman said 
Mr. Denny would be monitored 
by his doctors and would need 
further treatment. 

The prosecution claims the 
four men, who are all black, were 
identified from television 
videotape of tbe beating. The 
video was shown around the 
world and came to symbolise the 
unefaeked violence of the riots. 

The defendants had been due 
to enter pleas to the charges at 
Thursday’s arraignment hearing, 
but Judge William Chidsey put 
their cases off for a week after 
being told they had not had time 
to consult their lawyers. 

In a separate development, a 
police sergeant acquitted in the 
beating of black motorist Rodney 
King says a prosecutor’s attempt 
to retry another officer was 
prompted by politics. 

District Attorney Ira Reiner 
was expected in court Friday to 
ask Judge Stanley Weisberg 
to" order a new trial for officer 
Laurence Powell 
on a charge of assault under 
colour of authority. 

A jury deliberating foe case in 
the Los Angeles suburb of Sinn 


Valley last month deadlocked on 
that charge, voting 8-4 favour of 
acquittal. Mr. Powell, Sgt. Stacey 
Koon, and officers Timothy Wind 
and Theodore Briseno were ac- 
quitted of all other charges. 
Judge Weisberg, who presided 
over the trial, will decide whether 
to allow Mr. Powell to be tried 
again. He was not required to 
rule immediately. 

Sgt. Koon, who was acquitted 
of assault and filing a false police 
report in the March 3, 1991, 
beating, attacked Mr. Reiner's 
decision to seek a retrail. 

“It’s politically expedient, poli- 
tically correct for Ira Reiner to 
refile those charges against offic- 
er Powell even though (the jury 
was) 8-to-4 for acquittal, and 
leave the touch decisions to Judge 
Weisberg, whether or not he can 
be retired or not,” he said in an 
interview Thursday with CNN. 

The remaining charge against 
Mr. Powell carries a ntiomnom 
penalty of si* years m ffcfson. 

Among other legal ibmss Mr. 
Reiner is likely to raise: duamg the 
hearing is a request to bold the 
second trial in a dty similar to 
Los Angeles. Judge Wetsbmg has 
been criticised for picking foe 
conservative, largely white Ven- 
tura County Community for foe 
trial. . . 

The judge chose SimiVaBey 
from among three possible loca- 
tions after an appeals .court 
ordered the case out of Los 
Angeles County because of poli- 
tical turmoil stripped up "by the 
beating. 
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Dung-flinger jailed 
for Rolls-Royce 
attack 

AUCKLAND. New Zealand (R) 
rr A Yugoslav anti-royalist was 
jailed for one year for hurling a 
bucket of manure at a vintage 
Rolls-Royce and damaging foe 
85-year-old car. Castilsav Baca- 
nov, 56, pleaded not guilty to 
wilfully causing 20,000 New Zea- 
land dollar ($10,600) damage to 
the Rolls-Royce, on loan from a 
British owner for promotional 
purposes. He was found guilty 
and sentenced to a year in jafl and 
ordered to pay NZ dollar 10,000 
($ 5300 ) in damages, officials at 
Auckland’s district court said. 

The Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost’s 
driver, Trevor Hudson, told the 
court Mr. Bacanov ran out of a 
crowd and burled a bucket of 
horse manure at the car. The 
bucket then hit the car, causing 
damage. Mr. Bacanov said he 
objected to the car because it was 
tbe kind used to transport royal- " 
ty. 

Greens start 
collecting condoms 
for Russia 

KEEL, Germany (AP) — ■ - Ger- 
many’s leftist Greens Party lann- 
ehed another relief operation 
aimed at easing shortages in Rus- - 
sia — this time, for condoms. 

“There are hardly any contracep- 
tives in Russia, and surely none 
that have been electronically - 
tested,” said Volker Schekfaer, a 
spokesman for the party’s chapter 
in Schlewsig-Holstein state. He 
said foe Greens decided to start 
collecting condoms for R ostia af- 
ter seeing international studies 4 
showing that Russian women 
have an average of 10 abortions 
by foe time they are 40. The 
greens have appealed to the pub- 
lic and condom manufacturers to 
donate condoms to foe campaign. 

Men survive 6 
months at sea on 
fish, rainwater 

$FIA, Western Samoa (AP) — — . 

Ttio men survived nearly tix 

months ^drin king rainwater, offi- •- 

dais say. Funerals already had 
been held for fishermen Tabwai ; 

Mikaie and Are at Tebeitabu, 
along with Nweiti Takamangu, • • 
who died just days before foe 
boat washed ashore last Saturday - 
in Western Samoa. “I have seen 
them,” Western Samoa Police . 
Commissioner Daniel Galuvao 
said Wednesday. “They are just . 
bones and skin. According to tbe ‘ 
doctors, they will be in hospital 
for quite some time.” The men 
said their four-metre dinghy was ^ 
blown out to sea from the Kiribati ' ' v * "•'■ 
island of Nikunau, 900 nautical . 
miles away, during a cyclone 
Nov. 17. The boat capsized and: . 
lost its outboard motor. “They- 
managed to overturn foe boat, 
but then they started drifting,”. 

Mr. Galuvao told the New Zea-; , 
land Herald. The men used a; kit- S 
spear and one line to catch fish," 
including sharks. A small basin j 1 
collected rainwater during the ’ 

175-day odyssey. But they said ... 
malnutrition and exposure finally ■■ - • .. . 
claimed Takamangu, the group’s v — . 
47-year-old leader. Mikaie, 24, ~ \ : 
and Tebeitabu, 40, said, they kept t " 
foe body aboard for two daysi -' - - 
before burying it at sea. As the - ' 
men lay near death, the boat. 
somehow slipped through- a gap. / 
in a dangerous reef to wash up 
near tbe village of Ldomanu,- - 
east of the Western Samoan. 
capital of Apia, on Upolu Island! 

Hillary says Everest 
becoming junk-heap ; v ;; 

LONDON (R) — The first man. 
to conquer Mount Everest haS 
said that gatherings “the size of a 
cocktail party” at the summit' 
were transforming the world’s. 
highest peak into a junk heap. 

New Zealand mountaineer ' Sfr 
Edmund Hillary, who reached - 
the summit of the world’s highest 
mountain in 1953 with Nepalese 
Sherpa guide Tenzing Norgay, 
was commenting on foe record 
arrival at the summit Tuesday of 
at least 30 mountaineers from five 
different expeditions. “Having 
dimed Everest myself, I would 
not want to stop anyone having 
foe opportunity to repeat foe 
feat," Sir Edmund, 72, wifrte' in 
the daily mail. “But the events of 
this week, with a gathering, the 
&ze of a cocktail party at die. 
summit, make 1953 a golden age. 

Fm dot sure Fd want to efimb 
Everest now,” he said. He said 
foe saddest aspect of tbe ‘tpopu- 
larisation" of Everest was- “the 
feet that it is beginning, to cesem- 
Ne a junk heap.” “Our team 
contributed to that We setoff to 
challenge a mountain uncon- 
fe mmat ed by man.- And in foe 
euphoria of our success, we 
dumped, out. stuff upon its 
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